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January 18, 2006, Issue #21
Hauoli Makahiki Hou!

Welcome to the January issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  
Statistical Factoid
Among Hawaii residents, motor vehicle accidents is a leading cause of death among youths and young adults ages 4-24 years. [Source: Health Trends in Hawai‘i: A Profile of the Health Care System, 7th Edition (in press)]
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1.  Health Trends in Hawai‘i, 7th edition – Available Soon!
Both print and web-based versions of the 7th Edition of Health Trends in Hawai‘i: A Profile of the Health Care System will be available to the public later this month. Produced by Hawaii Health Information Corporation (HHIC) with funding from HMSA Foundation, Health Trends is designed to provide legislators, policy analysts, and the public with information to support identifying and prioritizing issues important to ensuring Hawaii’s people with the best possible health.  Among the enhancements are the inclusion of new data—population projections, health insurance premium comparisons, hospitalization admissions from the emergency department; and greater detail on topics where group differences are notable—trends in birth rates for older mothers and deaths by ethnicity and age group.  HHIC will announce the release of Health Trends as soon as it is available.

For more information, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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2.  Online Reports 2006 . . . Members Must Renew Access
Current members obtaining access to HHIC data via Online Reports (https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/) will need to complete and sign the updated access request form in order to continue their access through 2006.  Access forms may be obtained through your organization’s liaison or by contacting HHIC at calcantara@hhic.org or 534-0288 starting on Monday, January 23rd.   All access request forms must be completed and returned to HHIC by Tuesday, January 31, 2006, to ensure uninterrupted access to Online Reports.  The existing logins will be deactivated and will not work after Friday, February 3rd.  (Existing logins and passwords will continue to be valid provided that the individual has completed the updated form and the member organization is in good standing with their 2006 membership dues.)

Non-members may continue to view aggregated data via the website by using “guest” as the login and password or contacting HHIC for a custom report.  

For more information, contact Susan Forbes at sforbes@hhic.org or 534-1277.
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3.  Emergency Department Data Now Available via HHIC Online Reports
Hawaii Emergency Department data is now available via HHIC Online Reports for calendar year 2000 through 2nd Quarter 2005.  State level data is available to the public; more detailed information is available to subscribers of the Emergency Department module.  
The ongoing development and maintenance of the Emergency Department data is possible based on funding provided by Hawaii Medical Services Association (HMSA).

Please go to www.hhic.org and check out the new Emergency Department data. (State level information is available to the public using the ‘guest’ login.)   Subscribers to HHIC Online Reports with a current login can access more detailed information.    For more information, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org or 534-0288.
Back to Headlines
4.  HCAPHS Educational Conference Call
NRC+Picker (the vendor for the Hawaii Patient Experience Collaborative) is hosting a series of educational conference calls to keep the industry up to date on the current status of HCAHPS.  The conference calls are designed so you can have the latest and most accurate information about HCAHPS.  Participation is open to anyone interested.   The schedule of the upcoming call is listed below (under Schedule of Events).  

To register go to https://nrcpicker.com/Default.aspx?DN=574,1,Documents.
For more information, contact Jill Miyamura at jmiyamura@hhic.org or 534-0288.
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  Health Care Quality Continues to Improve, but Disparities Remain
 http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/nhqr05/index.html
2.  AHA and CMS Establish Clearinghouse to Enhance Understanding of Healthcare Procedure Coding System
 http://www.hipaadvisory.com/news/newsarchives/2006/0110aha.htm
3.  NIST Provides Health IT Standards Source
 http://www.gcn.com/vol1_no1/daily-updates/37911-1.html
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Schedule of Events
The following educational sessions are offered by NRC. To register go to https://nrcpicker.com/Default.aspx?DN=574,1,Documents.

HCAPHS sessions:

1/19/06 – 9:00-10:00 a.m. Intro to HCAPHS
1/31/06 – 7:00-8:00 a.m. Mechanics of HCAPHS
2/7/06 – 7:00-8:00 a.m. HCAPHS Update – Vendor Training Recap
2/15/06 – 7:00-8:00 a.m. HCAPHS Update – Vendor Training Recap (continued)
3/2/06 – 7:00-10:00 a.m. Lessons from the Field
3/16/06 – 7:00-10:00 a.m. Countdown to Dry Run…
3/30/06 – 7:00-10:00 a.m. Reporting of CAPHS Results

1/26/06 – 10:30 a.m-12:00 Noon Online Reports “101 Training Session” (RSVP to calcantara@hhic.org by Tuesday, January 24th.
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