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February 21, 2007, Issue #26
Aloha!
Welcome to the February issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!  If you do not want to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  
Statistical Factoid
In 2005, 160 hospitalizations occurred in which influenza was noted during the hospital stay. The elderly (aged 65 and older) were more likely than any other age group to be hospitalized for this condition, and have the highest in-hospital death rate.  Residents of Kauai are most likely to be hospitalized for influenza compared to other island residents. [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient Database, available online at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/. After logging in, type “Flu” in the search box.]
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1.  The latest update on the financial condition of Hawaii’s hospitals
Hawaii’s acute care hospitals continued to experience losses throughout calendar year 2006. In fact, payments now average 7% below the costs of providing care. Hawaii’s payments as a percent of costs have decreased 2% since 2003. Nationally, for-profit facilities’ payments as a percent of costs increased 8%, not-for-profits stayed about the same.
HHIC’s Hawaii DataBank Program began reporting comparative financial data in January 2003. Hawaii’s hospitals have experienced losses for at least the last 16 quarters. Continuing Federal cuts to the Medicare and Medicaid pose as major threats to Hawaii’s stressed hospitals. Currently Medicare and Medicaid/Quest patients comprise half of all hospitalized patients in the state.  (Note: Analysis includes all acute care hospitals except Kahuku Hospital, Kaiser Moanalua Medical Center and Wahiawa Hospital.)
For more information, contact Susan Forbes at sforbes@hhic.org or 534-1277.
Back to headlines
2.  Hospital stays for circulatory disease
Circulatory diseases—conditions including heart disease, stroke, and peripheral vascular diseases—are the most common reason for admission to the hospital, excluding pregnancy and childbirth. In 2005, over 18,000 hospital stays for circulatory system diseases were treated in Hawaii hospitals with charges exceeding $560 million, accounting for 22 percent of the total annual charges for hospital care in Hawaii.

For more information, go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/. After logging in, go to Inpatient Reports.
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3.  E-Coding as it relates to motor vehicle traffic accident rates
One of the leading causes of injury in Hawaii is Motor Vehicle Accidents (MVA).  MVA’s as well as other environmental events, circumstances and conditions are identified by ICD-9-CM E-Codes (External Cause of Injury and Poisoning).   Historically, the use of E-codes has not been mandatory except for codes related to drug adverse affects or poisonings.  In 2003, based on the need to track the causes of injuries so as to work on better ways to prevent them, E-coding was seen as a way to achieve this and the hospitals in Hawaii have voluntarily increased their use of E-coding, which allows analysts to study injuries such as MVAs.  For example, using E-codes, we know residents in Hawaii aged 18 to 24 are most likely to be treated in the ER or admitted to the hospital following a MVA, with males of this age group treated 25 percent more often than females.   In relation to deaths that occur in the ER or at the hospital after a MVA, males are more likely to die than females for all ages.  The young (aged 18-34) and the old (aged 65 and older) have death rates 2 to 4 times higher than other age groups. Accurate and reliable data regarding the external causes of injury (e.g., motor-vehicle crashes) are critical for planning, implementing, and evaluating injury-control programs.

For more information, go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp. After logging in, type “MVA” in the Search box.  Guests can login using the ‘guest’ login and password
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4.  HHIC Launches New Premium Membership for Data Providers
Last month, HHIC launched the New Data Provider Premium Membership which includes additional benefits that members will find both useful and timely. The standard membership allows hospitals access to the core reports: Inpatient, Emergency Department, and DataBank.  The upgraded membership allows for more granular views and access to additional products to be released in 2007 (including: Mom & Babies database, ICD9 Level data, New Hawaii DataBank reports, 2006 Waitlist Analysis - Hospital and Payer specific, Cost to Charge data, and Border Crossing Studies).  Benefits also allow hospitals to view Emergency Department data with local comparisons for all Hawaii hospitals, no fee for custom DataBank reports, two Orchid level upgrades to Online Reports with unlimited training and support, and much more!  
For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/documents/2007PremiumMembershipBrouchure_000.pdf  or contact Susan Forbes at sforbes@hhic.org or 534-1277.  
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5.  Health Trends Website Updated
Three sections of the Health Trends Website (www.healthtrends.org) have been updated with 2004 and 2005 data where available: Demographics, Health Status, and Health Resource Utilization.  Some topics in these sections include: Ethnic Distribution in Hawaii, Births by Ethnicity, County Death Rates, Life Expectancy, Heart Disease and Cancer Rates, Lung and Breast Cancer Rates, Potentially Preventable Hospitalizations, Acute Care Utilizations by Admissions, Charges and Payers, Average Length of Stay and Occupancy.   

For more information on these and more Health Trends topics, go to www.healthtrends.org.
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6.  New Fields on the UB-04: Present on Admission
The purpose of the Present on Admission (POA) indicator is to differentiate between conditions that were present at the time of the patient’s admission and those conditions that develop during the inpatient admission. Studies have demonstrated that the POA indicator brings marked improvement to quality assurance activities, as well as broader quality improvement and patient safety efforts.  Effective October 1, 2007, this will be a required field for all final diagnoses, including the principal diagnosis unless otherwise indicated.  

For more information, go to http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/icd9/POA guideSep06.pdf
Back to headlines
7.   HFMA Hawaii Chapter 2007 Annual Conference – Courage to Care
Save the Date!  Join us on April 3-4, 2007 at the Hilton Hawaiian Village for the HFMA Hawaii Chapter’s 2007 Annual Conference.  The theme of this year’s conference is Courage to Care and promises to bring exciting, up-to-date information on a variety of topics.  The conference features keynote speaker Emily Friedman, an independent writer, lecturer, and health policy and ethics analyst.  Ms. Friedman is contributing editor of Hospitals & Health Networks, she authored The Aloha Way: Health Care Structure and Finance in Hawaii and in 2005, the editors of Modern Healthcare named her one of the "Top 25 Women in Healthcare".  Other speakers include Dr. Devon Herrick who will present "Consumer Driven Health Care: Putting Patients Back in the Driver's Seat" and Lynne Chafetz of Virginia Mason Medical Center will present "Improving Performance Using the Toyota Production Approach". 

The conference is presented in partnership with Hawaii Health Information Corporation (HHIC), the Healthcare Association of Hawaii (HAH), the Medical Group Management Association (MGMA), the Hawaii Aloha Chapter of the Health Information Management and Systems Society (HIMSS) and the Hawaii Chapter of the American College of Healthcare Executives (ACHE). Conference brochure and registration forms will be available soon.  For questions, please contact Jodi Nakamura at jodi.nakamura@shchawaii.com or 791-1692 or go to www.hfmahawaii.org
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  MGMA: Slow Down on NPI Deadline
 http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/html/news/NewsStory.cfm?articleId=14600 
2.  Infection control and patient safety
 http://www.nahdo.org/main.aspx?id=4694 
Back to Table of Contents
Schedule of Events
2/21/07 – 9:00-10:00 a.m. Liaison Meeting at HHIC.

2/26/07 – 12:00-1:30 p.m. Privacy Board Meeting at HHIC.

2/28/07 – 7:30-9:00 a.m. Board of Directors’ Meeting at HHIC.
4/3-4/07 – HFMA Conference at Hilton Hawaiian Village.

(For more information on any event, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org) 
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