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1. Statistical Factoid

Since 1995, there has been a steady increase in the number of hospital stays for MRSA (an antibiotic-resistant bacterium). Hospital stays for these infections nearly tripled after 2000 and increased twenty-fold after 1995. [View Trend chart]  Hospital stays for MRSA infections are highest on Maui where there were 188 MRSA hospitalizations per 100,000 population in 2006, followed by Kauai with 176 hospitalizations per 100,000 population. [View map] Hawaii's hospitalization rate is higher than the Mainland, where rates range between 89 and 113 hospitalizations per 100,000 population.    [Source: Hawaii HHIC Inpatient Database; U.S.: AHRQ, Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project, Nationwide Inpatient Sample.]
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2. New Reporting Feature - ICD9 Reporting

HHIC will release ICD9 level reporting from HHIC Online Reports® September 5, 2007.  With the new report-level feature the user will be able to select report level data by ICD9 diagnosis or procedure codes. The reporting feature will include four different reporting templates and include all key reporting variables available from HHIC's core reporting templates, but with a new addition: race/ethnicity! If you are a current subscriber to HHIC Online Reports® and you would like to add ICD9 level reporting capabilities to you toolkit, please contact info@hhic.org.  
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3. HHIC Launches New Website!

HHIC recently launched its new website with many new features!  The website was restructured to reflect the growth HHIC has experienced during its 13 years of existence and to show that the company is at the cutting edge of technology: 

· Based on feedback from users, the website is now separated by three main areas of interest: Data & Research, Members & Membership, and Resource Information.  Users are now able to navigate through the website by topic and HHIC also provides links to external resources as well.  

· Members to our inpatient, emergency, and financial databases are now able to login to the different databases from one location.    

· HHIC has always been a convener of experts from key areas of the healthcare industry so it was natural to create a place for our members to be prominently featured for efficient networking to take place.  

Please visit us at www.hhic.org to see all that's new! (And keep coming back because new content is often being added.)  Take our survey on the homepage to tell us what data most interests you and let us know what you think of our new website by contacting us.  We'd love to hear from you!
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4. Pedestrian Injury

In Hawaii, pedestrian injuries are the third most frequent injury-related reason for being hospitalized, following falls and motor-vehicle injuries. While educational efforts and public policy have focused on the protection of motor vehicle occupants, pedestrian injuries are also a leading cause of disability that requires greater understanding of how and why these injuries occur.  In 2006, 130 individuals required hospitalization following being hit by a motor vehicle. While all ages are similarly affected, injured pedestrians (needing hospital care) are more likely to be over 70 years of age. The prevention of pedestrian injury is a challenge that deserves further study.  Hospital discharge data can be used to monitor injuries in the community and can be used to increase public awareness and prevention programs.

 

For more information, contact info@hhic.org
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5. Waitlist Patients: Another Perspective

Why is the presence of waitlisted patients such a problem? Consider that Hawaii has one of the lowest ratios of beds per population in the country. The presence of waitlisted patients reduces the supply even further, from 2.1 beds per 1,000 population to 1.9 in 2005. That means that little flexibility exists for situations like a heavy flu season. Fortunately, the Healthcare Association of Hawaii is responding to the problem through its task force, formed in response to SCR 198 passed during last year's legislative session. In addition, hospitals are working with HHIC to report more detailed information on these patients as a means of better understanding both the problem and potential solutions.

 

HHIC's Premium/Ohana Members will be receiving as a member benefit, a detailed analysis of waitlisted patients for calendar year 2006 and the first half of 2007; non-Premium Members will be able to access the report for a fee. This analysis is expected to be complete before the end of the year. 

 

For further information, contact info@hhic.org.
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6. New Supporting Members of HHIC
HHIC would like to welcome the following new supporting members (listed in alphabetical order):
BLC Graphics, Department of Health - Asthma Program, Department of Health - Injury Program, Department of Health - Neurotrauma Program, Empowered Internet Solutions, Ernst & Young, Galilee Enterprises - Map Info, Hoana Medical Inc., Jeffrey Loo, MDX Hawaii, Phoenix Health System, Ronald Haranda, SH Consulting, United Health Group, and World Class Conferencing.   

To find out more about our members, go to http://hhic.org/our-members.asp.  Want to be a supporting member too?  Sign up online at http://hhic.org/join-now.asp or contact us at info@hhic.org.
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7. Top Stories Around the Web
· The Santa Barbara County Care Data Exchange: Lessons Learned 
http://www.chcf.org/topics/view.cfm?itemid=133404
· New Reports Identify State-level Privacy and Security Solutions for Secure Exchange of Health Information 
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2007/hiereptpr.htm
· Child care law called climax of session
http://starbulletin.com/2007/05/07/news/story03.html
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8. Schedule of Events
· 8/30/07 (10 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports® Primer training session via WebEx

· 9/6/07 (10 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports®  "101 Training" session via WebEx

· 9/13/07 (10 a.m.)  - HHIC Online Reports® Primer training session via WebEx

· 9/26/07 (8:30 a.m.) - NRC Picker eReports and eComments via WebEx

       If you are interested in any of the events listed above, contact HHIC at info@hhic.org at 808-534-0288.
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