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1. Statistical Factoid
 

In 2006, 18 percent of all injury related hospitalizations resulted from motor vehicle traffic accidents, totaling more than $62 million in hospital charges. 

[Source: Hawaii - HHIC Online Reports, Inpatient Database; US - AHRQ, Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project, NIS, 2004]
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2. Motor Vehicle Accidents
 

In order to reduce the substantial burden of injury resulting from motor vehicle accidents on patients, their families, and the hospital care system, it is important to monitor trends and prioritize efforts to reduce these injuries. The hospitalization rate for MV accidents has not improved overall since 2003, hovering between 104 and 109 hospitalizations per 100,000 population. Some areas have much higher rates: On the Big Island, West Hawaii had 180 stays/100,000 population in 2006, on Oahu, Kahuku had 135 stays/100,000 population. These rates far exceed the 2006 statewide average of 104 stays per 100,000 population and the national average 96 hospitalizations per 100,000 population. The most important factors contributing to motor vehicle crash injuries are failure to use seat belts, excessive speed and driving under the influence of alcohol. In Hawaii, alcohol is associated with one in every seven MV related hospitalizations.




(Click on graph to enlarge view)

Back to Top 

3. Crowd Out
 

In 2006, Dr. Jerry Russo and his team at the UH Department of Economics reported findings from the Hawaii Coverage for All Project related to the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) and health insurance coverage in Hawaii. Specifically, the team provided estimates of "crowd out", in which the growth of enrollment in public programs, specifically SCHIP, would "crowd out" private health insurance. 

 

A recent review of 12 years of HHIC hospital inpatient discharge and hospital emergency department data for children 0-17, excluding newborns, illustrates "crowd out" in action: a shift away from private insurance coverage in favor of public coverage. 

 



   


(Click on graph to enlarge view)
 

The existence of "crowd out" has important implications for the cost, efficiency and efficacy of public coverage initiatives and for providers of care. Increasing public insurance while decreasing private insurance is double jeopardy for hospitals.  According to HHIC's DataBank Program, Medicaid/Quest paid 28% below costs in calendar year 2006, while private plans paid 6-22% above costs. 

 

To explore the data further, subscribers to HHIC Online Reports can logon to payer level reports.
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4. HHIC Online Reports Updated with 2nd Quarter Data!
 

Second quarter 2007 Inpatient and Emergency Department Data are now available via HHIC Online Reports.  Please note that the data are provisional and exceptions to the completeness of the data exist.  

 

Please go to www.hhic.org and check out the new data. Access is available to members with a valid login.
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5. Suicide Attempts
 




(Click on graph to enlarge view)
Hawaii had more than 1,400 hospitalizations and emergency room visits for suicide attempts last year: Over half of all suicide attempts were under the age of 30.  Hawaii's hospitalization rate among youths and young adults aged 10-29 was up in 2006 compared to previous years.  While attempted suicide rate is higher in females than males, the hospitalization rate among females has decreased 20 percent since 2003.  However, the hospitalization among males increased 40 percent in 2006 compared to 2003. 
Information for this report was obtained from HHIC Online Reports and HHIC ED Database, custom query. 
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6. Save the Date: November 7, 2007
 

HHIC will be having its annual member meeting on Wednesday, November 7, 2007, from 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at the Pagoda Hotel Banquet Room. (Lunch will be served.) The meeting will provide HHIC members an update of what we've been doing this past year and allow members the opportunity to voice their views/opinions of the upcoming year's priorities. We'll also welcome the new supporting members and sponsors of HHIC and thank the long-time members for their continued support.  This will be one of the great networking opportunities of the year so don't miss it! More details forthcoming. 

If you would already like to reserve your seat at HHIC's Annual Member Meeting, please e-mail info@hhic.org with your name, organization, and phone number. Deadline to RSVP is Wednesday, October 31st.  (RSVPs required to attend.)
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7. Top Stories Around the Web
 

· AHRQ and FDA To Collaborate in Largest Study Ever of Possible Heart Risks with ADHD Medications
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2007/adhdmedpr.htm 

· Healthcare versus the Morality of War time
http://www.honoluluadvertiser.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007709260351 

· Poverty Rises; Health Coverage Slacks
http://starbulletin.com/2007/08/29/news/story07.html
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8. Schedule of Events
 

· 10/4/07 (10 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports  "101 Training" session via WebEx 

· 10/11/07 (10 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports Primer training session via WebEx

· 10/17/07 (9 a.m.) - Liaison meeting at HHIC

· 10/18/07 (10 a.m.)  - HHIC Online Reports Primer training session via WebEx

· 10/25/07 (10 a.m.)  - HHIC Online Reports Primer training session via WebEx

· 11/7/07 (11:30 a.m.)  - HHIC Member Meeting at Pagoda Hotel 

If you would like to attend any of the above listed events, please RSVP to info@hhic.org  
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