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1. Statistical Factoid
The cost of treating patients with amphetamine related drug problem totaled over $43 Million in calendar year 2006.  Public funding (Medicaid/Quest and Medicare) was responsible for paying 66 percent of those charges, another 16 percent of admissions had no insurance. Source: HHIC Online Reports, Inpatient Database.
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2. Methamphetamine-related Admission Rising
Between 2000 and 2006, the rate of hospitalization due to methamphetamine increased 41 percent, with the hospitalization rate highest on Oahu and Maui. The highest rate of methamphetamine use (as measured by hospitalization and emergency room utilization) is in the Waianae region of Oahu, with a rate of 529 admissions per 100,000 population, double the rate of any other measured area in Hawaii.


For more information on this topic and others, go to www.hhic.org and click on "Meth admission . . . " under Data Highlights.
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3. Procedures to Treat Obesity - Hawaii
The number of surgeries to treat obesity surged 900% between 1995 and 2006. Hospital charges for bariatric surgery approached $13 million in 2006, at an average charge of $34,000 for each procedure.

 

For more information or this topic and others, go to www.hhic.org and click on "Surgeries for Obesity." under Data Highlights.

Back to Top 

4. HHIC's Secure File Transfer System Upgraded 
DATA PROVIDERS!!! This is an early Christmas present !! Earlier this month, HHIC converted to its new Secure File Transfer (SFT) system. The new system will not only allow data providers to submit data to HHIC securely, but it will also allow the Health Information Managers (HIM) to retrieve and return data edits in a timely manner.  With the old system, HHIC processed the data and generated an 'edit report' (i.e. a list of errors found by the system). HHIC (snail) mailed the edits to HIM staff to make corrections; corrections were (snail) mailed back to HHIC.  With the new system, NO MORE SNAIL MAIL! Once the edit report is generated, HIM staff will be able to retrieve the report from our secure SFT website, make corrections and upload edited reports. No more stamps and more time to finish the edit reports!  Technology is a wonderful thing!

 

For more information on HHIC's SFT system, go to http://hhic.org/secure-file-transfer.asp 
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5. Another Successful Annual Member Meeting
On November 7, 2007, HHIC held its Annual Member Meeting at the Pagoda Hotel. In attendance were over fifty individuals from over twenty separate member organizations. After a delicious lunch, Susan Forbes began the meeting with a review of what HHIC accomplished in 2007. The remainder of the meeting was facilitated by Ron Harada, RHA Inc., where members brainstormed how HHIC can enhance what it currently does and helped prioritize issues/projects for HHIC to tackle in 2008. All who attended were able to leave with a couple of small tokens of appreciation from HHIC, and a few lucky winners took home an umbrella and some T-shirts donated from Empowered Internet Solutions. 

 

Thank you to all those that attended, as well as all those that helped make it another successful member meeting. Mark your calendars for HHIC's 2008 Annual Member Meeting to be held on November 12, 2008. 
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6. Top Stories Around the Web
· New AHRQ Report Recommends Use of Existing Call Centers To Expand Communications in Public Health Emergencies
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2007/callctrpr.htm
· Stubborn Germs are a Growing Health Threat
 http://starbulletin.com/2007/10/19/editorial/editorial02.html 

· Isle Crisis: Medical Cost Imbalance Widens
 http://starbulletin.com/2007/11/09/news/story10.html
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7. Schedule of Events
· 12/13/07 (10:00-11:30 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports "101" Training session via WebEx 

· 12/19/07 (10:00-11:00 a.m.) - HHIC Online Reports "Primer" Training session via WebEx

(The "Primer" helps users learn about the reporting tool, and the "101" sessions help users understand what types of data/reports are available.)

 

If you would like more information or to attend any of the above listed events, please e-mail info@hhic.org or call 808-534-0288.  
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