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September 21, 2005, Issue #17
Aloha!
Welcome to the September issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  
Statistical Factoid
Five of the 10 most expensive hospitalized conditions are related to care of infants: respiratory distress, prematurity and low birth weight, and congenital heart defects.
[Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Online Reports (www.hhic.org)]
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1.  QUEST/Medicaid Billed 46 Percent of Newborn Stays in Hawaii
Approximately 12 percent of the Hawaii population is covered by QUEST/Medicaid; it is billed for 18 percent of Hawaii’s hospital charges.  Women and children comprise a large portion of the QUEST/Medicaid enrollment, which results in these programs being billed for a larger share of certain conditions.  Nearly 46 percent of newborn stay and 37 percent of all stays for normal pregnancies are charged to QUEST/Medicaid.

For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/
Back to Headlines
2.  QUEST/Medicaid and Mental Health Hospitalization in Hawaii
The QUEST/Medicaid programs are charged for a large portion of mental health conditions. In 2004, these programs were charged $26 million by Hawaii’s hospitals compared to $15 million charged to private insurers.  Forty-one percent of all stays for major depressive disorders and 42 percent of all stays for schizophrenia were charged to QUEST/Medicaid. 

For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/
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3.  HHIC Online Reports Updated with Second Quarter 2005 Inpatient Data!
HHIC Online Reports have been updated with 2nd quarter 2005 data.  Please note that the data are provisional and exceptions to the completeness of the data exist.  Exceptions are outlined https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/details.html which can also be accessed by going to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ and clicking on the ‘click here’ under Attention.
Please go to www.hhic.org and check out the new data. (Access is available to members with a valid login.)
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4.  CMS DRG Changes for FY 2006
Effective October 1, 2005, CMS is making a number of inpatient DRG changes.  This includes sixteen new DRGs, the deletion of ten DRGs, and the re-assignment of diagnosis and procedures codes under existing DRGs. A number of cardiovascular DRGs have also been changed to adjust for patient severity and more accurately reflect differences in resource use. 
The final rule was published in the August 12, 2005, Federal Register which can be found at   http://www.cms.hhs.gov/providerupdate/regs/cms1500f.pdf
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5.  2003-2004 Emergency Department Public Use Data Files Now Available!
Public use data sets are designed to provide general health care information to a wide spectrum of users. Considerable efforts were taken to ensure that individual patients cannot be identified from the public use data sets. Patient’s age, diagnosis codes, and payers are grouped and several data elements are encrypted under specific conditions.  These data are available in two different data sets on CD ROM. (Prices have recently been reduced to make the files available to a wider audience.)  Inpatient Hospital Discharge Data are available from 1995-2004.  Emergency Department Data are available from 2000-2004.  

For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/datasets.html or contact HHIC at info@hhic.org
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  Care in U.S. Hospitals — The Hospital Quality Alliance Program
 http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/353/3/265?ijkey=wOtS9/K/05ank&keytype=ref&siteid=nejm
2.  New Evidence Report on the Evaluation and Treatment of Acute Stroke Is Available
 http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/epcsums/acstrokesum.htm
3.  Moving Physician’s forward: Medicare’s Role
 http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/24/5/1138
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Schedule of Events
10/20/05 – 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Online Reports “101 Training Session” at HHIC or via WebEx.  RSVP to Candace Alcantara (calcantara@hhic.org) by 10/18/05.  Free to users with a valid login.
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