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October 19, 2005, Issue #18
Aloha!
Welcome to the October issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  
Statistical Factoid
In 2004, 50 percent of all hospital admissions in Hawaii were through the emergency department (ED).    Admissions through the ED tend to be more expensive and serious.  The average charge for stays that originated in the ED is $20,436, which is 14 percent greater than the average charge for hospital stays not originating through the ED.  [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient Database]
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1.  Public Use Files Benefit Researchers and Students
HHIC’s public use files for inpatient hospital data and emergency department data provide a wealth of information to benefit researchers and students alike. These files provide high quality data that are both timely and span a 10 year period of inpatient hospitalizations and a 5 year period for emergency department utilization. The data are easily usable in the form of ASCII, tab-delimited files which work well with statistical packages and other applications. The data make it possible to evaluate the feasibility and merit of a research topic prior to investing significant time and effort. The data can be incorporated into grant applications to demonstrate the investigator’s knowledge of a particular topic and his/her “due diligence” in pursuing the topic.

The data content lends itself to health policy analysis and research on topics of interest to federal funding agencies. Key among these are health outcomes, ethnic disparities in health care, health status of the Hawaiian population, rural health issues and quality of care, hospital efficiency, technical efficiency, aging studies, and epidemiological studies related to bio-terrorism, infectious diseases and chronic diseases.

For students, the data sets provide multiple learning opportunities, including using and managing large datasets, analyzing health care data, gaining an understanding of the social determinants of health based on utilization patterns, and applying health care data to policy analysis. HHIC’s public use files are relevant, enabling student participation in research projects reflecting the actual experience in Hawaii and establishing the context of a health care issue, based on data reflecting the entire population.

For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/datasets.html or contact HHIC at info@hhic.org
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2. Medicare Primary Hospital Payer
Medicare, the federally sponsored health care program for the elderly and disabled, serves an estimated 174,633 individuals in Hawaii, most of whom are 65 years of age and older. While only 14 percent of the Hawaii population is 65 or older, Medicare is billed for approximately 41 percent of Hawaii’s hospital charges.  The most common reason for hospitalization among stays billed to Medicare is congestive heart failure, followed by pneumonia and respiratory infections. 

For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/
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3.  Trial Accounts Available to Access the NEW Emergency Department Data!
HHIC last week announced to its current Online Reports Users that the new Emergency Department Data Module was available for review.  HHIC has created reports using the ER database which includes not only patients treated and released from ER, but also those that were admitted from the ER.  There currently are Market Share, Payer, and Utilization reports available for review until October 31st.  

Members interested in accessing the ER data can contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org to obtain a temporary trial account.  Non-members may view more aggregated ER data by going to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ and logging in with “guest” as the login name and password.
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4.  NPRM for Claims Attachments Published
On September 23, the proposed rule adopting standards for electronic health care claims attachments was published in the Federal Register.    Health care claims attachments are those documents and information required by health plans to adjudicate certain claims.  The proposed rule, mandated by the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) adopts two new X12 transaction standards, an HL7 messaging standard to carry clinical information in the response transaction, and HL7 specifications for the content or “questions” that may be asked in each of the six attachment types.  This proposed rule also adopts the Logical Observation Identifiers Names and Codes (LOINC®) as a new HIPAA code set to be used to identify the questions and answers (attachment information).  The standards allow for the transmission of structured or coded data, as well as images and text.  The proposed rule solicits comments from the affected industries on several key issues, including the adoption of LOINC® and its use for the HIPAA transactions, the appropriateness of the six proposed attachment types, business requirements for attachments that would accompany the original claim (unsolicited attachments), and the cost-benefit implications of adopting this transaction set.  The public comment period is open until November 22.

The proposed rule can be found at http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20051800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2005/pdf/05-18927.pdf
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5.  AHRQ Awards Over $22.3 Million in Health Information Technology Implementation Grants
A Hawaii organization was one of sixteen grantees to be awarded money to implement health IT systems to improve the safety and quality of health care.  The Holomua project under the Hawaii Primary Care Association will implement a health IT system to improve the flow of information among patients, community health centers, and hospitals serving ethnic minorities, immigrants, and other vulnerable populations during transitions of care between primary and tertiary care facilities. AHRQ is supporting President Bush's initiative to use health IT to improve the nation's health care system by promoting the adoption of health IT by local communities and health care providers, especially in rural and small communities, and working with states to develop regional health information networks.

For more information, go to http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2005/hitimppr.htm
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  AHRQ Launches New “Effective Health Care Program” To Compare Medical Treatments
 http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2005/effectivepr.htm
2.  Surveillance for Illness and Injury After Hurricane Katrina
 http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5440a4.htm
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Schedule of Events
10/20/05 – 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Online Reports “101 Training Session” at HHIC or via WebEx.  RSVP to Candace Alcantara (calcantara@hhic.org) by 10/18/05.  Free to users with a valid login.

10/ 27/05 (Thursday) -- 8:00 to 9:30 a.m.  Patient Satisfaction eReports Training, WebEx Meeting –No Cost to the members of the Patient Satisfaction Collaborative -- RSVP to Jean Kailiawa (jkailiawa@hhic.org) by Monday 10/24/05 if you would like to attend.
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