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November 30, 2005, Issue #19
Aloha!
Welcome to the November issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  
Statistical Factoid
In 2004, Hawaii’s Emergency Departments (ED) treated 156 patients due to choking (on food or other objects).  ED visits due to choking fluctuated by month with July, March, August, and November having the most visits.  During the holiday season, enjoy your time with friends and family….and remember to chew your food well! [Data source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Emergency Department database]
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1.  HRC Surveys Its Members on NPI Implementation
Earlier this month, the HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (HRC) TCS/EDI Sub-Committee agreed to undertake an effort to survey its HRC members to facilitate communication among members and other healthcare providers on their endeavors to comply with the National Provider Identifier (NPI) compliance deadline of May 23, 2007.  The NPI compliant effort still has many challenges that covered-entities will have to overcome.  One of the identified issues is the timing and sequencing of the NPI by various providers, payers, and other related constituents such as pharmacies and HIPAA non-covered entities.  The exemption of certain healthcare providers as non-covered entities will add to these challenges.  These variations will impact both electronic and paper-based claims submission and processing.  Better communication will help set appropriate expectations for each entity and better prepare them to meet projected challenges.  The objectives of this effort include the following:

1. Provide the means as a central information interchange among healthcare providers and payers on compliance timeline and associated changes.

2. Provide providers and payers the awareness of potential challenges that may result from the variation of compliance timeline used by business partners. 

3. Enable covered entities opportunities to adjust implementation timeline to avoid potential challenges.

Unidentifiable survey results will be posted to the private members-only section of the HRC website by mid-December.  For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa or contact Susan Forbes at sforbes@hhic.org
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2.  Hospitalizations for Obesity Surgery Increasing in Hawaii
Between 1995 and 2004, the number of hospitalizations for obesity surgery increased almost 700 percent while charges increased over 1,100 percent.  Individuals aged 35 to 54 are most likely to have the procedure; women are 5 times more likely to have the surgery than men.

For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ Look under Quick Stats or use the ‘Search’ feature (type in “Obesity”).
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3.  Cesarean Section Rates – Continue to Rise
In 2004, 29.1% of all births in the United States resulted from cesarean deliveries, the highest percentage ever reported in the United States.  The total cesarean rate and the primary cesarean rate (i.e., the percentage of cesareans among women with no previous cesarean delivery) have increased each year since 1996.  While total cesarean rate and the primary cesarean rate in Hawaii is lower than reported nationally, Hawaii’s rates have steadily increased.   In 2004, the total cesarean rate in Hawaii was 24.7%; the primary cesarean rate was 14.9%. These rates represent an increase of 33% and 23% respectively since 1996.  The rate of VBAC decreased 55% between the same time periods.

For more information on the cesarean rate in Hawaii, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports.  The cesarean report can be found under Quick Stats….or use the Search feature (type in “cesarean”).
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4.  Preventive-Care Services Among Adults with Diabetes
Three national health objectives for 2010 are to increase the proportion of adults with diabetes who have an annual dilated eye examination , an annual foot examination, and A1C measurements at least twice each year. To determine the percentage of U.S. adults with diabetes receiving each of these three preventive-care services and the percentage receiving all three services, CDC analyzed data from Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS) surveys for 2002--2004.  Among the States, Hawaii had the highest percentage receiving preventive-care services for diabetes.

For more information, go to the CDC site at: http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5444a5.htm#tab1
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5.  ER Online Reports – Trial Accounts Available Until End of the Year
HHIC last month announced that the new Emergency Department Data Module was available for review until October 31st.  HHIC has decided to extend the access time for the trial accounts until the end of the year.  The reports have been created using the ER database which includes not only patients treated and released from ER, but also those that were admitted from the ER.  There currently are Market Share, Payer, and Utilization reports.

Members interested in accessing the ER data can contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org to obtain a temporary trial account.  Non-members may view more aggregated ER data by going to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ and logging in with “guest” as the login name and password.
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  AHRQ Announces New Brochure to Help Find Information and Support Following a Medical Diagnosis
 http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2005/nxtstepspr.htm
2.  Flu Shots Available, More to Come
 http://kgmb9.com/kgmb/display.cfm?storyID=6453&sid=1205
3.  Bird Flu Kills Girl but Spares Brother in New Outbreak
 http://www.timesonline.co.uk/article/0,,25149-1875637,00.html
4.  Diabetes hospitalizations and death, outcomes, and undiagnosed diabetes
http://www.ahrq.gov/research/oct05/1005RA05.htm
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Schedule of Events
12/1/05 – 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. AHRQ Webcast: Getting Started with Health IT Implementation at HHIC (RSVP to calcantara@hhic.org by 11/30/05).

12/1/05 – 2:00-3:30 p.m. Online Reports 101 Training Session at HHIC or via WebEx (RSVP to calcantara@hhic.org by 11/30/05).

12/15/05 – 8:00-9:30 a.m. Patient Satisfaction eReports Training via WebEx (RSVP to jkailiawa@hhic.org by 12/7/05).

Back to Table of Contents
1 of 4
4 of 4

