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May 18, 2005, Issue #13
Aloha!
Welcome to the May issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
According to the most recent data from the National Cancer Institute, five year survival rates have steadily increased since 1973 (the first year statistics were gathered). While overall differences between Hawaii and the U.S. are not significant, differences exist by gender.  Hawaii’s women have a five-year survival rate better than the U.S. (68.9 percent vs. 64.3 percent, respectively); however, Hawaii’s men’s five-year survival rate is lower than the U.S. (57.9 percent versus 63.5 percent, respectively). [Source: Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results (SEER) Program (www.seer.cancer.gov) SEER*Stat Database: Incidence - SEER 13 Regs Public-Use, Nov 2004 Sub (1973-2002 varying), National Cancer Institute, DCCPS, Surveillance Research Program, Cancer Statistics Branch, released April 2005, based on the November 2004 submission.]
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1.  Reasons for Hospitalization - 2004
In 2004, the top three reasons for hospitalization in Hawaii were pneumonia, heart failure, and cellulitis (excluding newborn and obstetrics). Annual charges for these three conditions exceeded $130 million. Pneumonia and heart failure patients are most likely to between the ages of 75 and 84; cellulitis patients were most likely to be between the ages of 45 and 54. Between 1999 and 2004, cellulitis hospitalizations increased almost 60 percent.

For more information, go to www.hhic.org or https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.  (The above information was gathered from the following reports: Utilization Profiles and Reasons for Hospitalization.)
Back to headlines
2. Cardiovascular Surgery: Men versus Women
In 2004, Hawaii’s men were 1.8 times more likely to be hospitalized for cardiovascular surgery and 2.6 times more likely to undergo open heart surgery.  Women who underwent bypass surgery were older when compared to men.  Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the leading killer of American women.
For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.  (The above information on cardiovascular surgery and open heart surgery were gathered from Corporate Reports/Demographics/Use Rate and Population Demographics by Product Line.)
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3.  National Provider Identification
May 23, 2005, marks the effective date of the federal government’s National Provider Identifier (NPI). That means that CMS will be ready to accept applications for NPIs after that date. 
All covered health care providers (including individuals, i.e. physicians, and organizations, i.e. hospitals) must obtain NPIs. Covered entities must use NPIs in standard transactions no later than the compliance dates. The compliance date for all except small health plans is May 23, 2007. The compliance date for small health plans is May 23, 2008. 

A health care provider will be assigned only one NPI and that NPI will not change over time. Adoption of the standard health care provider identifier enables a provider to use only one identifier—it’s NPI—to identify itself in all standard transactions. 

Hawaii’s HIPAA Readiness Collaborative is beginning discussions about Hawaii’s process and issues related to implementation of the NPI.
For more information, contact Susan Forbes at sforbes@hhic.org or 534-1277.
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4.  Feds Clarify Security Rule Issues
Business associates of entities covered under the HIPAA security rule must report security incidents to the covered entity, according to new guidance from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services. The centers issued guidance in five areas of the security rule through new additions to its Frequently Asked Questions page at cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/hipaa2.   

For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa  or cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/hipaa2.
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5.  Pacific Global Health Conference
The third Pacific Global Health Conference, June 15-17 at the Hawaii Convention Center, has five major goals:

· Increase knowledge and skills of public health practitioners working in and serving Hawaii and the US-associated Pacific Islands;

· Increase participants knowledge and utilization of evidence-based public health programs that are culturally relevant and appropriate for Pacific Island populations and environments;

· Increase information exchange through both structured dialogue sessions and informal networking opportunities for participants;

· Increase awareness of training programs and opportunities for public health workforce development;

· Increase knowledge about the forces of globalization and how globalization impacts on health in the Pacific.

Patricia Mail, President-Elect of the American Public Health Association; Camara Jones, Director on Social Determinants of Health CDC; Sitaleki Finau, Director of Fiji School of Public Health and Primary Care; Mufi Hannemann, Mayor of Honolulu; Garth Graham, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health; Sandra Pierantozzi, former Minister of Health for the Republic of Palau are among the keynote and plenary speakers. 

Register for all three days (June 15-17) or for a single day. CE credits are available:  CME, Nursing, CHES.  For more information, go to http://www.hawaiipublichealth.org.
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6.  Hawaii Secure E-mail Implementation – Round 2
The HIPAA Readiness Collaborative Secure E-mail Workgroup has completed the TLS (Transport Layer Security) secure e-mail testing and implementation strategy which was requested by hospital CIOs in June 2004.  Hospital representatives have done considerable work to test, review, and document the TLS solution implementation. “Round 1” organizations on the secure TLS e-mail network include Diagnostic Laboratory Services, Hawaii Pacific Health, State of Hawaii Department of Health, and Secure Technology Hawaii. “Round 2” organizations are now preparing for “go-live” soon after “Round 1” organizations are up and running.  Another CIO meeting is scheduled for the first week of June to discuss further roll-out of the secure e-mail network.  Stay tuned to find out more on Hawaii’s Secure E-mail Implementation.

For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa under HRC Resources & Tools.
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  "Measure, Learn, and Improve: Physicians' Involvement in Quality Improvement"
 http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/24/3/843
2.  Daily Acetaminophen Use May Harm Lungs – Study Finds Increased Risk for Asthma, COPD
 http://ajrccm.atsjournals.org/cgi/content/abstract/171/9/966
3.  Exercise Keeps Arthritis Disability at Bay
 http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/cgi-bin/abstract/110438370/ABSTRACT
4.  Dietary Guidelines for Americans 2005
 http://www.healthierus.gov/dietaryguidelines/ 
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5/19/05 -12:00-1:30 p.m. Online Reports: Brownbag – “How Do I Do That?” (Contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org to sign up. No fee for members with a valid login to Online Reports.)
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