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Aloha!
Welcome to the March issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
In Hawaii, total long term care expenditures increased from $46 million in 1980 to $204 million in 1998, an increase of 124% in inflation adjusted dollars. Medicaid has been the main payer, with 76% of all expenditures paid by Medicaid. As Hawaii’s demographics change, the pressure of long-term care expenditures will continue to mount.
[Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 2005.]
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1.  The Graying of Physicians in Hawaii
Compared to the Mainland, Hawaii’s physicians are older. Thirty-six percent of physicians in Hawaii are 55 years and older. Of the 46 states with medical schools, Hawaii ranks 36th in the number of physicians that graduate per capita.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports. The report can be found under Descriptive Statistics….or use the Search feature (type in “physician”).
Back to Headlines
2.  Common Orthopedic Procedure for Seniors
Total knee replacement has become one of the most common orthopedic procedures performed on older persons. During 1995--2003, the rate of knee replacement procedures among those aged >65 years approximately doubled. These procedures are performed more frequently for women than men. 
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports. The total knee replacement report can be found under Descriptive Statistics….or use the Search feature (type in “total knee”).
Back to Headlines
3.  Hip Fracture Length of Stay
In Hawaii, the average length of stay in the hospital for hip fractures declined 42% between 1995 and 2003. In 1995, the 949 patients hospitalized for hip fractures had an average hospital stay of 17.0 days. In 2003, the 1,050 patients with hip fractures had an average hospital stay of 9.9 days. Hawaii’s length of stay is approximately three days longer than that reported by Mainland hospitals. Among all U.S. hospitals, the average length of stay was 6.5 days in 2003.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports. The hip fracture report can be found under Descriptive Statistics….or use the Search feature (type in “hip fracture”).
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4.  Hawaii HIPAA Secure E-mail Update
A significant portion of health care information is exchanged via e-mail through the use of the Internet. Although the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) does not prohibit the use of the Internet or email, HIPAA does require those individuals and organizations it regulates to comply with standards for transmission security; including integrity controls and encryption. With a HIPAA Security compliance date of April 20, 2005, looming upon the U.S. health care industry, the Hawaii HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (HRC) Secure E-mail Workgroup, representing most Hawaii health care organizations, has completed significant technical testing, review, and configuration specifications for establishing a first community secure messaging network. The secure messaging network is based on widely adopted technical and community policy standards and will be made available to HRC members at no charge. 
For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa/hipaareadiness.asp or contact HHIC at 808-534-0288.
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5.  Closing the Quality Gap
The third volume in the series of AHRQ Evidence-based Practice Center Technical Reviews, Closing the Quality Gap: A Critical Analysis of Quality Improvement Strategies, Volume 3: Hypertension Care, is now available. These reports explore the human and organizational factors influencing quality improvement strategies and evaluate nine quality improvement strategies, tools, and processes aimed at reducing the quality gap. Volume 3 examines the differences in patient outcomes achieved with present hypertension treatment methods and those thought to be possible using best practice treatment methods. For example, even small improvements in blood pressure control can have major public health impact. 
To download a copy of Volume 3, which examines hypertension treatment methods, go to:
http://www.ahrq.gov/downloads/pub/evidence/pdf/qualgap3/qualgap3.pdf
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6.  HHIC Online Reports Go-Live April 6
HHIC Online Reports is scheduled to go-live April 6!  The new and improved Online Reports will feature new web-based report capability including expanded user control over report topic and content.  HHIC will be offering a web-cast in mid-April that will introduce users to the new reports and demonstrate the expanded report features.   Announcements will be emailed to all users with a current login within the next couple of weeks.  
For more information, contact Jill Miyamura at jmiyamura@hhic.org
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7.  Second Telephone Briefing on Hospital Patient Safety Culture Survey Set for March 24
Save the date! On March 24, from 1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m., EST, AHRQ will host its second technical assistance telephone briefing on the Hospital Survey on Patient Safety Culture. This briefing, "Survey Administration Logistics," will help answer such questions as how to select a sample; deciding whether to use a Web, paper, or scannable survey; when and how to modify the survey; and how to analyze and interpret survey results. Speakers will include those responsible for the development of the survey and users who have administered the survey. Please register for this toll-free call by sending your first name and last name in the body of an e-mail to: safetyculturesurvey@westat.com. The call-in number and passcode will be sent to you prior to the call. The Hospital Survey on Patient Safety Culture is currently available online at http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/hospculture/. Printed copies may be obtained by sending an email to ahrqpubs@ahrq.gov
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Top Stories Around the Web
1.  Study Finds High Rates of Adverse Drug Events in Long-Term Care Facilities
 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15745723
2.  New Study on Computerized Order Entry Finds Flaws that Could Lead to Errors, Points to Opportunities for Improvement 
http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/abstract/293/10/1197
3.  E-mail Gaffe Reveals HIV, AIDS Names
http://www.palmbeachpost.com/news/content/news/epaper/2005/02/20/m1a_HIVemail_0220.html
4.  Hospital Concerns with Medical Error Reporting
http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/abstract/293/11/1359
Back to Table of Contents
Schedule of Events
3/18/05 – 10:00 a.m.-12:00N  HRC Secure Email Workgroup Meeting at HHIC’s Conference Room – Finalize technical policies implementation and go-live staging Round 1.
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