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June 22, 2005, Issue #14
Aloha!
Welcome to the June issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!
Statistical Factoid
In 2004, 322 motorcycle riders and passengers were injured severely enough to require hospitalization. The average hospital charge for motorcycle-related accidents was $36,476; annual hospital charges totaled about $12 million. [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient Database, 2004.]
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1.  Membership Now Available to Non-Data Providers
HHIC is pleased to announce that it has opened membership to new organizations and individuals!   Beginning June 2005, HHIC opened membership to non-data providers. Members will be able to access Hawaii’s healthcare data from HHIC’s website, www.hhic.org  – 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  Member benefits also include discounted public use files, discounts for custom reports, discounted upgrades to Online Reports features, and more. (Individuals and organizations interested in Hawaii hospital data can now apply for membership.)
For more information, go to www.hhic.org
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2. Use of Episiotomy in Uncomplicated Births - Hawaii
Nationally, an episiotomy is used in an estimated one-third of vaginal deliveries. Recent research shows that the routine use of episiotomies does not provide immediate benefits for the mother.  Further, research indicates that women who had a spontaneous tearing of the perineum had less pain than the women that had episiotomies performed.  In Hawaii, the rate of episiotomies as a routine procedure during delivery has decreased from 30 percent in 1995 to 13% in 2004.  The rate of perineal tearing (laceration) has increased only slightly during the same period from 34% in 1995 to 38% in 2004.  

More information can be found at: www.hhic.org; Login to Online Reports.  Go to Quick Stats to select the 'Episiotomies' report.
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3.  National Standard Healthcare Provider Identifier
On May 23, 2005, Healthcare providers were allowed to begin applying for their National Provider Identifiers (NPIs).  The use of this identifier would improve the Federal and private health programs and improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the healthcare industry in general by simplifying the administration of the system and enabling the efficient electronic transmission of certain health information. It would implement some of the requirements of the Administrative Simplification subtitle of HIPAA.  The compliance date for most covered entities is May 23, 2007, but smaller entities have until May 23, 2008.  The Hawaii HIPAA Readiness Collaborative’s (HRC) TCS/EDI Sub-Committee has been actively meeting to discuss community implementation issues and discuss possible statewide standardization for handling NPIs. 
For more information on HRC, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa

For more information on NPI, go to http://www.hipaadvisory.com/regs/finalprovid/index.htm
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4.  1st Quarter 2005 Data Now Available
Online Reports has been updated with 1st quarter 2005 data!!  Many new enhancements have also been added including the ability to report payer information by DRG, examine market share by new sub-county regions, and select data by year and quarter.
Please go to www.hhic.org and check out the new data and new reports. (Access is available to members with a valid login.)
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Top Stories around the Web
1. Do Quality Improvement Organizations Improve the Quality of Hospital Care for Medicare Benficiaries?
 http://jama.ama-assn.org/cgi/content/abstract/293/23/2900
2. AHRQ Awards More Than $8 Million to Further Implementation of Evidence-Based Patient Safety Findings
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2005/pipspr.htm 
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Schedule of Events
7/21/05 -2:00-3:30 p.m. Online Reports “101” Training Session (Contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org to sign up. No fee for members with a valid login to Online Reports.)
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