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Aloha!
Welcome to the February issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
In 2002, 7700 registered nurses were employed in the state of Hawaii, or about 624 per 100,000 population.  Hawaii’s nurse supply is well below the national level of 725 per 100,000 population, ranking it 40th among all states.  [Sources: Hawaii Department of Labor and Industrial Relations; Bureau of Labor Statistics; U.S. Census; Hawaii Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism; Health Resources and Services Administration, Bureau of Health Professions.]
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1.  Total and Primary Cesarean Rate – United States and Hawaii
In 2003, 27.6% of all births in the United States resulted from cesarean deliveries, the highest percentage ever reported in the United States.  The total cesarean rate and the primary cesarean rate (i.e., the percentage of cesareans among women with no previous cesarean delivery) have increased each year since 1996.  While total cesarean rate and the primary cesarean rate in Hawaii is lower than reported nationally, Hawaii’s rates have steadily increased between 1996 and 2003.   In 2003, the total cesarean rate was 23.2%; the primary cesarean rate was 13.9%. These rates represent an increase of 24.7% and 14.9% respectively since 1996.  The rate of VBAC decreased 45% between the same time period.
For more information on the cesarean rate in Hawaii, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports.  The cesarean report can be found under Descriptive Statistics….or use the Search feature (type in “cesarean”).
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2.  Hawaii Patient Safety Information Available NOW
Making health care safer is the goal of the collaboration between the HAH Patient Safety Task Force and HHIC. While patient safety has always been a priority for health care providers, consumers have not had easy access to information about patient safety. Consumers in Hawaii can now find information about becoming a savvy consumer as well as specific information on a variety of measures for Hawaii’s health care facilities, including hospitals, nursing homes and home care agencies. The information comes from a variety of sources, including the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Joint Commission on the Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations, and Hawaii Health Information Corporation.
For more information online, go to www.hhic.org and click on “Patient Safety” from the sidebar.
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3.  Family Health History Initiative Launched
Healthcare professionals have known for a long time that common diseases can run in families. To help focus attention on the importance of family health history, US Surgeon General Richard H. Carmona, MD, MPH, in cooperation with other agencies within the US Department of Health and Human Services, has launched a national public health campaign called the US Surgeon General's Family History Initiative. The purpose of the initiative is to encourage all American families to learn more about their family health history. Because family health history is such a powerful screening tool, the Surgeon General has created a new computerized tool to help make it fun and easy for anyone to create a portrait of their family's health. This new tool, called "My Family Health Portrait" can be downloaded free and installed on your own computer at: http://www.hhs.gov/familyhistory/order.html.  
More details on this initiative can be found at: http://www.hhs.gov/familyhistory/.
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4.  Task Force Recommends that Male Smokers between the Ages of 65 and 75 be Screened for Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force recommends that men between the ages of 65 and 75 who are or have been smokers have a one-time ultrasound to screen for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Nearly 70 percent of men in this age group have smoked and would benefit from routine screening to check for aneurysms. Men ages 65 and older who currently are or have been regular smokers are at the highest risk for abdominal aortic aneurysm. Few studies have been conducted in women, and the published research indicates that women are at low risk for aneurysms. Death from an aneurysm is a rare event in women, and most of these deaths occur in women older than 80. The Task Force found no evidence of benefit from routine screening for abdominal aortic aneurysm in women and concluded that potential harms of screening, including mortality and complications of surgery for aneurysms, outweigh potential benefits. 
To read the recommendation which was published in the February 1 issue of the Annals of Internal Medicine, go to http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/3rduspstf/aaascr/aaars.htm.
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5.  New and Improved HHIC Online Reports
HHIC will be releasing a newly upgraded version of Online Reports over the next several weeks.  The new internet-based reporting tool will allow members with an updated login to generate quick, intuitive reports with additional control over report content and design!  The new Online Reports is in the final stages of testing.  As soon as this phase in completed, HHIC will be announcing the availability of the new internet-based reporting tool to its members.    
For more information, contact Jill Miyamura at jmiyamura@hhic.org
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Top Stories Around the Web
1.  Society Thoracic Surgeons Releases New Guidelines to Improve Bypass Outcomes in Women
 http://www.sts.org/doc/9848 
2.  Patient-Safety Advocates Call for Six Key Changes to Save ‘100,000 Lives’
http://www.health-itworld.com/enews/12-14-2004_492.html
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Schedule of Events
2/24/05 – 8:00-9:30 a.m. “Strategies for Obtaining Funding for Electronic Health Records” audioconference at HHIC. Reservations deadline: February 23, 2005.  For more information please call HHIC at 808-534-0288.
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