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August 31, 2005, Issue #16
Aloha!
Welcome to the August issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not wish to receive future newsletters, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend and send us your comments!
Statistical Factoid
The elderly account for 13.6 percent of Hawaii’s population and 30 percent of all hospital stays.
[Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient Database; U.S. Census]
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1.  2003-2004 Emergency Department Public Use Data Files Now Available!
Public use data sets are designed to provide general health care information to a wide spectrum of users. These data are available in two different data sets on CD ROM. (Prices have recently been reduced to make the files available to a wider audience.)  Inpatient Hospital Discharge Data are available from 1995-2004.  Emergency Department Data are available from 2000-2004.  

For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/datasets.html or contact HHIC at info@hhic.org
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2. Psychiatry: Second Most Common Reason for Hospitalization – Ages 15-44
Among Hawaii residents aged 15-44, pregnancy and delivery related hospitalizations are the top reasons for inpatient care.  What might surprise many is the second top reason for hospitalization for this age group:  psychiatry.  One in four psychiatric related hospitalizations are associated with depression; about one in five hospitalizations are associated with alcohol and/or drug abuse. 
For more information, go to www.hhic.org, Online Reports. Click on Utilization/Reasons for Hospitalization and create reports by age group.
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3.  Amphetamine Related Emergency Room (ER) Visits and Hospitalization – Hawaii 2000-2004
In Hawaii, the number of discharges associated with amphetamine abuse/dependence doubled between 2000 and 2004.  Total charges increased three-fold, increasing from $12 Million in 2000 to $30 Million in 2004.  Sixty percent of hospitalizations and ER visits are paid by public dollars; another 11 percent are uninsured.  

For more information, go to www.hhic.org, Online Reports. Click on the Quick Stats folder to view the report ‘Amphetamine Utilization Hawaii’.
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4.  HHIC Offers Secure Files Transfer Option to Data Providers
Members have requested that Hawaii Health Information Corporation explore solutions to simplify and secure data transfer from their facility to HHIC. HHIC has adopted a solution that provides a secure, reliable, quick, and traceable delivery method for the hospitals to transfer their monthly data files.  This system has many benefits, including the following: the transmission is encrypted, the data files are sent directly to a secure server, and there is no size restriction to the files that can be sent. (Note: Secure Technology Hawaii donated time and resources to provide this solution to HHIC and its data providers at no cost.)

For more information, go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/filetransfer.html or contact Jean Kailiawa at jkailiawa@hhic.org
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5.  Updates to HHIC Online Reports
Based on suggestions from the users, several new enhancements have been added to Online Reports, including the ability to drill by additional data variables.  For example, users of the Market Share reports can now drill by payer from the data table tab.  Users with Orchid level access have even more flexibility when creating custom reports. 

Please go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/EnhancementtoOnlineReports.html to review the new updates to Online Reports, and https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ to try out the new reports! (Access is available to members with a valid login.)
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6.   Online Reports – ER Data Coming
HHIC Online Reports will be adding ER data in late September.  HHIC is currently testing new ER reports with a group of hospital/ER data-hungry “volunteers”.  If you are a hospital member and would like to participate in testing the new reports, please contact Jill at jmiyamura@hhic.org.  As Online Reports are updated we will notify all users.  
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7.   HRC Recruits Members for Electronic Medical Records (EMR) Workgroup
The HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (HRC) Privacy Sub-Committee announced last week that a workgroup will be formed to discuss possible common standards and interoperability among healthcare organizations in the technological age of electronic medical records.  This workgroup is open to Privacy Officers, Information Security Officers, Health Information Managers, and persons interested in implementation of EMRs.  The first meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 14th at HHIC.  

The group’s main objective is to provide an avenue for discussion, collaboration, and consensus about issues such as definition of legal medical record in an electronic environment, version control, amendments, access control for accreditation/licensing surveyors, inclusion of telephone messages or e-mail communications in the record, remote access for physicians and their office staff, etc.

For more information or to join the EMR Workgroup, contact HHIC at info@hhic.org or 534-0288.  For more information on HRC, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa 
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  Public Invited to Comment on Healthy People 2010
 http://www.ahrq.gov/about/hp2010com.htm
2.  Summer of Healthy Living: Reaching and Maintaining a Healthy Weight
 http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/dnpa/spotlights/summer_healthy_living.htm
3.  Weight Loss Surgeries Quadrupled in 5 years
 http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/24/4/1039?maxtoshow=&HITS=10&hits=10&RESULTFORMAT=&fulltext=weight+loss+surgeries&andorexactfulltext=and&searchid=1124854060925_745&stored_search=&FIRSTINDEX=0&resourcetype=1&journalcode=healthaff
4.  National Project to Reduce Surgical Complications by 25 Percent
 http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2005/scippr.htm
5.  Chronic Care for Low-Income Children with Asthma: Strategies for Improvement
 http://www.ahrq.gov/research/chasthria/chasthria.htm
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Schedule of Events
9/15/05 – 2:00-3:30 p.m.  Online Reports 101 Training Session at HHIC or via WebEx.  RSVP to Candace Alcantara (calcantara@hhic.org) 
by 9/12/05.  Free to users with a valid login.
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