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April 20, 2005, Issue #12
Aloha!
Welcome to the April issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
Health care serves a vital role in Hawaii’s economy. Not only is it the third largest sector in terms of employment (52,600 jobs in 2003), it is also the largest source of personal income —$2.73 billion in 2003 leading the closest next private state industry in annual payroll by over $100 million—and the growth of its portion to the Gross State Product (GSP) between 1998 and 2002 (20.2 percent) was greater than that of the retail trade, accommodations and food service, real estate, and finance and insurance sectors. [Sources: Department of Business, Economic Development and Tourism, The State of Hawaii Data Book 2003, <www.hawaii.gov/dbedt>; Bureau of Economic Analysis, Regional Economic Accounts: Gross State Product, <www.bea.doc.gov/bea/regional/gsp>]
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1.  Hawaii’s Hospitals Adhoc Financial Graphical Reports Now Available
New graphical adhoc reports are now available to Hawaii hospitals participating in the Colorado Hospital and Healthcare Association Databank program, under sponsorship from the Hawaii Healthcare Association and Hawaii Health Information Corporation.  Up to 12 key indicators can be trended and compared including total inpatient discharges, total inpatient days, average length of stay, total outpatient visits, patient service margin, and total days in accounts receivable. In light of escalating costs to provide medical care and declining reimbursements for medical services, the hope is that this new functionality will further help Hawaii, in partnership with other U.S. hospitals, to better achieve delivery of cost-effective healthcare.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org or call Susan Forbes at HHIC 808-534-1277.
Back to headlines
2. Hawaii’s First Healthcare Collaborative Secure E-mail Network Goes Live
With the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA) Security Rule compliance upon us next week, the HIPAA Readiness Collaborative received a “Go” decision to establish Hawaii’s first collaborative HIPAA compliant secure email network in limited production. CIO representatives of the participating Collaborative member organizations agreed to roll-out the first sites on the Hawaii trusted messaging network over the next 3 -4 weeks. The network adopts Transport Layer Security (TLS) international standards and Hawaii healthcare organizations’ commonly agreed to electronic messaging technical standards and policies. The network is envisioned to support the secure flow of healthcare information between all Hawaii healthcare organizations at little to no cost. 
For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa or call Susan Forbes at HHIC 808-534-1277.
Back to headlines
3.  HIPAA Enforcement Effective April 25, 2005
The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) published a Notice in the Federal Register governing all HIPAA enforcement procedures (except privacy), effective April 25, 2005; 5 days after the HIPAA Security Rule compliance date. The notice sets forth the for filing with the Secretary of Health and Human Services a complaint of non-compliance with HIPAA Administrative Simplification provisions (except privacy).  It also describes the procedures the Department employs to review the complaints. CMS will advise the covered entity to obtain voluntary compliance through a corrective plan and will ask the covered entity to submit a written response regarding the alleged compliance failure within 30-days of notification. The Secretary will pursue subpoena and/or other options, such as, but not limited to, civil money penalties if the covered entity fails or refuses to provide the information sought.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa or http://www.cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/hipaa2/enforcement/default.asp
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4.  HHIC Online Reports Goes Live!
HHIC’s new online reporting system was released to the public and its members on April 6, 2005.  The site has several exciting new features including on-report analysis.  Introductory training sessions were provided by HHIC on April 13th and 14th to members with an updated login.
See “Schedule of Events” for future training sessions.  Additional classes will be announced in future editions of HHIC eNews and on HHIC’s website www.hhic.org.
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5.  Provisional 2004 Inpatient Data Now Available!
HHIC has made available provisional 2004 inpatient data from its website.  Users of the website will need to “refresh” reports to select 2004 data.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org or https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.
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6.   Use of AHRQ Quality Indicators for Public Reporting is increasing
Earlier this month, Denis Remus, PhD, RN, VP of Clinical Informatics of Premier, Inc. and formerly Senior Research Scientist with the Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research (AHRQ) participated in the HFMA Hawaii Chapter Annual Conference, co-sponsored by HHIC and five other partners. Dr. Remus discussed the use of AHRQ Quality Indicators across the nation. Prevention Quality Indicators are used to evaluate potentially preventable admissions and monitor differences across regions and populations, as portrayed in the National Healthcare Disparities Report and, for Hawaii, at www.hhic.org/mapping/. The AHRQ Quality Indicators are used for internal reporting among hospitals, and sometimes publicly reported by regional coalitions as well as in the National Healthcare Quality Report. The Patient Safety Indicators are being used for hospital internal reporting and some public reporting as part of local patient safety initiatives including the Patient Safety Task Force of the Healthcare Association of Hawaii. In addition, the Patient Safety Indicators are being used along with the Quality Indicators as the basis for pay for performance in a variety of initiatives across the country including the CMS/Premier Hospital Quality Initiative Demonstration Project.
For more information on how these indicators can be used in Hawaii, contact Susan Forbes at HHIC 808-534-1277. 
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7.   Website Offers Health Information for Asian-language Speakers
Tufts University’s Health Sciences Library has launched a Web site that offers patients selected health information from respected sources in seven Asian languages. The materials are provided in English as well so English-speaking caregivers can see what the patients are reading. Users can select a language and then search for information on topics such as asthma, diabetes, nutrition, substance abuse, severe acute respiratory syndrome and HIV/AIDS. The National Network of Libraries in Medicine funded the Selected Patient Information Resources in Asian Languages project. 
For more information, go to http://spiral.tufts.edu/.
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Top Stories around the Web
1.  The Prevalence and Nature of Errors and Near Errors Reported by Hospital Staff Nurses
 http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15573330
2.  Compiling the Evidence: The National Healthcare Disparities Reports
 http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/24/2/376
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Schedule of Events
5/12/05 -1:00-2:30 p.m. Online Reports: Introductory Training 101 (Contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org to sign up. No fee for members with a valid login to Online Reports.)
5/19/05 -12:00-1:30 p.m. Online Reports: Brownbag – “How Do I Do That?” (Contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org to sign up. No fee for members with a valid login to Online Reports.)
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