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Aloha!

Welcome to the first issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  Our goal is to provide a monthly newsletter that provides you with timely, practical health information with a focus on issues important to Hawaii.  
We hope you find some topics of interest and look forward to receiving other issues in the future.
You are receiving this newsletter because you belong to a HHIC workgroup or subscribe to one of HHIC’s web-based products/services such as Online Reports, HIPAA, or DataBank.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
Hawaii’s birth rate fell in 2002 to 14.0 per 1000 people.  Overall, Hawaii’s birth rate has been declining since 1990.  The low birth rate primarily reflects the smaller proportion of women of childbearing age in the population as baby boomers age and we live longer.  (Source: Health Trends in Hawaii, a Profile of the Health Care System, Sixth Edition, 2003, http://www.healthtrends.org/demographics/births.html)

Hawaii Health Headlines

1.  Dynamic Mapping now available!
2.  HHIC finalist for Business Ethics Award
3.  HHIC Brings National Experts to Hawaii for a June 2004 HIPAA Implementation Summit
4.  Hawaii Health Plans Report Card
5.  CMS Issues Change for Medicare Part A Claims 
6.  2004 Nonprofit Hospitals and Health Care Systems Forecast
1. Dynamic Mapping now available!
Health geography (i.e. “mapping”) can play an important role in identifying disparities in health service delivery between regions in Hawaii.  Conditions that are currently available for mapping from www.hhic.org  include asthma, pneumonia, cellulitis, congestive heart failure, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease, diabetes, dehydration, low birth weight births, and urinary tract infection.  For these conditions, (a.k.a. preventable hospitalizations), timely access to quality outpatient care can potentially prevent the need for hospitalization. Understanding the relationship between location and health can assist in more efficient resource utilization and planning. Just go to www.hhic.org and click on Dynamic Maps
Back to headlines
2.  HHIC finalist for Business Ethics Award

HHIC was honored as a finalist for the 2004 Torch Award for Business Ethics (small business category).  The Better Business Bureau of Hawaii awards companies with the highest standards of customer, business and employee policies and conduct.

Back to headlines
3.  HHIC Brings National Experts to Hawaii for a June 2004 HIPAA Implementation Summit 
HHIC HIPAA Readiness Collaborative and WEDI are offering a one day advanced level HIPAA implementation program on June 24, 2004, in Honolulu, Hawaii. A number of national industry experts will be on faculty including Tom Hanks, IBM; Andy Melczer, Illinois State Medical Society; Carol Pratt, Davis Wright Tremaine; Janice Caldwell, CMS; and more. This program is jointly sponsored by the Hawaii Consortium for Continuing Medical Education (HCCME) and Hawaii Health Information Corporation. The HCCME designates this educational activity for a maximum of 7 category 1 credits towards the AMA Physician’s Recognition Award. Preferred registration starts April 12, 2004 and Summit attendance is limited to the first 125 registrants.

For more information, go to www.hhic.org/hipaa or call HHIC at 808-534-0288.

Back to headlines
4.  Hawaii Health Plans Report Card
In 2003, the State of Hawaii Insurance Division collected information from Hawaii residents about their experiences with their health care plan.  This information was taken from the results of a nationally-respected survey, the Consumer Assessment of Health Plans (CAHPS).  The survey covers several different aspects of a plan member’s experience with her/his health plan.  Generally speaking, the survey results show that health plan members in Hawaii are generally satisfied with their experiences.

Using the results of the survey, the Insurance Division has produced a brochure and web-based report.  A copy of the brochure, The Consumer’s Guide to Health Plans in Hawaii, can be obtained directly from the Insurance Division (call 586-2804).  To see the web-based report, go to: www.hhic.org/insurance.

Back to headlines
5.  CMS Issues Change for Medicare Part A Claims 

Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) has recently issued Change Request 3031 to their Medicare part A Fiscal Intermediaries. Effective July 1, 2004, this mandate requires every Fiscal Intermediary to comply with data requirements affecting Coordination of Benefits. This means that Medicare Part A claims currently sent in the 837I format may be rejected after July 1 for data content that is currently being accepted by CMS, but is not HIPAA compliant. A future release will begin to reject outpatient claims with ICD-9-CM procedure codes (HIPAA requires HCPCS/CPT codes for physician services and other health care services). Payment on claims submitted electronically in formats other than the HIPAA 837 is extended to “no sooner than 28-days” payment.

For more information, go to http://www.cms.hhs.gov/manuals/pm_trans/R107CP.pdf
Back to headlines
6.  2004 Nonprofit Hospitals and Health Care Systems Forecast 

Fitch Ratings believes that the overall credit trend for the nonprofit health care sector in 2004 is stable, reflecting better management practices and focused business strategies that will offset ongoing expense and competitive pressures. Fitch’s long-term concerns for the nonprofit health care sector include nursing and other labor shortages, rising supply costs, potential Medicaid funding cuts, rising bad debt expense, increased competition with physicians/niche competitors. Fitch is also seeing a steady trend developing across the country of expanding outpatient services capabilities, “cherry picking” surgical and diagnostic imaging services offered in an outpatient setting – high volume with relatively low overhead costs, translating into solid profits for providers in the outpatient setting.

For more information, go to www.fitchratings.com 

Back to headlines
 
Top Stories Around the Web

1.   HHS Gets HIPAA Advice (from National Committee on Vital and Health Statistics)
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/html/PortalStory.cfm?type=hipaa&DID=11451
2.  Hawaii Ranks High on State Health Study
http://www.bizjournals.com/pacific/stories/2004/04/12/daily40.html?f=et71
3.  Deadlines Loom for Privacy Rule (April 12, 2004)
http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/html/PortalStory.cfm?type=hipaa&DID=11479 

4.  Task Force Recommends that Primary Care Clinicians Prescribe Fluoride Supplement to Preschool Children
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/3rduspstf/dentalchild/dentchrs.htm 

5.  AHRQ Announces Booklet to Help Older Adults Stay Healthy
http://www.ahrq.gov/ppip/50plus  

6.  Study Shows Early Surgery Reduces Hip Fracture Pain
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2004/hipfracpr.htm 

Schedule of Events
4/21/04 – 9:00-10:00 a.m. Liaison Meeting at HHIC.

4/29/04 – 7:00-8:30 a.m. HIPAA Audioconference: First Year of HIPAA Privacy Enforcement at 
HHIC.

For more information on any event listed above, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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