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Aloha!
Statistical Factoid
In Hawaii, the number of gastric bypass procedures for obesity approximately doubled in each successive year between 1998 and 2001, resulting in a 15-fold increase by 2003.  Eighty-five percent of gastric bypass procedures are performed on women. [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient database, 1995-2003.]
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1.  CDC Issues Interim Flu Vaccine Recommendations
In Hawaii, the number of flu-associated hospitalizations doubled between 1995 and 2003 for adults aged 65 and older. For children younger than five years the number of hospitalizations increased 13-fold during the same time period. These statistics become more important recognizing the shortage of influenza vaccine in the United States for the 2004-2005 flu seasons.
The National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO) have opened a new web page on the flu vaccine shortage.  This site will be updated frequently with information on vaccine supply and distribution; interim recommendations; and the latest information pertinent the 2004-05 influenza seasons.
For more information: 

Go to the NACCHO web site:  http://www.naccho.org/general1225.cfm.
Flu hospitalizations in Hawaii, 1995-2003: go to www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports and choose Selected Conditions/Descriptive Statistics/Flu Hospitalizations.  

Hawaii recommendations:  go to http://www.hawaii.gov/health/about/pr/2004/04-76immun.pdf (Hawaii DOH recommendations)
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2.  Online Reports . . . New Capability for Data Lovers!!
Online reports from www.hhic.org will be undergoing new interactive reporting capabilities over the next few weeks.  HHIC is currently testing the new functionality with a group of hospital data-hungry “volunteers”.    If you are a hospital member and would like to participate is testing the new online reporting capability, please contact Jill at jmiyamura@hhic.org.  As Online Reports are updated we will notify all users.  
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3.  Estimates of Uninsured Using Hospital Data
Hospital emergency data can provide insight into how the uninsured utilize health care.  Based on Hawaii hospital data, the uninsured are more likely than the insured to use the emergency department for dental emergencies and for severe skin conditions such as cellulitis, which if treated in a timely manner in a primary care setting are considered potentially preventable. In 2002, hospital charges to the uninsured were over $50 million.  It is estimated that 10 percent of Hawaii’s residents are uninsured.
For access to power point slides from the presentation to Hawaii Coverage for All Project Technical Workshop VI, September 17, 2004 titled “Estimates of the Uninsured using Hospital Emergency Department and Inpatient Data”, go to www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports. The presentation can be found under “Presentations”.
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4.  Gastric Bypass Procedures for Obesity
For extremely obese persons, whose weight presents an immediate threat to their health and for whom behavior change has repeatedly failed, surgical procedures are available as a method of weight reduction and control.  The most common of these procedures, gastric bypass surgery, has been increasingly performed since 1999.  Between 1995 and 1998, the number of patients undergoing gastric bypass surgery remained stable, ranging between 7 and 22 per year.  Since 1998 the number of procedures has increased 15-fold.  Private insurance pays for 75 percent of these surgeries.

For more information on gastric bypass surgeries performed in Hawaii between 1995-2033, go to www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports and choose Selected Conditions/Descriptive Statistics/Gastric Bypass.  (Also see Top Stories Around the Web below, “Weight loss Surgery”.)
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Top Stories Around the Web
1.  Use Of Claims Data To Monitor Provider-Specific Performance among Patients
Elderly patients with similar chronic and terminal illnesses receive markedly different levels of care, even among hospitals renowned for providing top geriatric care. Researchers conclude claims data can be used to measure population-based hospital-specific performance and can be helpful in identifying providers with acceptable quality indices. 
(Please copy and paste the following link to your internet browser to view article.)
http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.var.5
2.  Election 2004: Presidential Candidates Give Plans for Health Care
http://www.ama-assn.org/amednews/2004/10/18/gvsb1018.htm 
3.  Research Findings: Weight loss Surgery Can Improve High Blood Pressure and Diabetes
New evidence concludes that surgery for extremely obese patients who have tried and failed to lose weight with exercise and diet may be more effective for weight reduction. It can also improve control of some obesity-related health problems such as high blood pressure and diabetes.
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2004/obesphpr.htm 
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Schedule of Events
11/09/04 - 3:00p.m. – 5:00p.m.  HIPAA Readiness Collaborative Steering Committee Meeting
11/17/04 - 7:30a.m. – 9:00a.m. HHIC Board of Directors Meeting
For more information on any event listed above, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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