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November 17, 2004, Issue #7
Aloha!
Welcome to the November issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  
If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
In 2003, more Hawaii adults were former smokers (24.1 percent) than current smokers (17.3 percent).  [Source:  Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 2003]

Note: To assist in continuing this trend (more adults having quit smoking than currently smoking); the American Cancer Society (ACS) is sponsoring the 28th Great American Smokeout on November 18, 2004. Cigarette smokers are encouraged to quit smoking for at least 24 hours in the hope they might stop smoking.
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1.  Cigarette smoking and its impact in Hawaii
While Hawaii tends to have lower levels of smoking than the rest of the United States overall, levels of smoking by community, gender, age and ethnicity vary widely.  Men are more likely to smoke than women, the young are more likely to smoke compared to older age groups, Hawaiians have a higher percent of smokers than other race/ethnicities, and smoking rates vary by community throughout the State.  Likewise, higher rates of hospitalization and mortality are associated with the demographics that have higher smoking rates.

For more information see http://www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports. The power point presentation that summarizes smoking and its impact in Hawaii can be found under “Presentations”. (Or type “smoking” in the Search box in Online Reports.)
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2.  AHA using U.S. and Hawaii Hospitals’ DATABANK for national advocacy and policy making
The American Hospital Association (AHA) published “The Value of DATABANK for National Advocacy and Policy-Making” in July 2004 stating the value of hospitals’ participation in DATABANK for advocacy on their behalf. AHA is now using a constant panel of DATABANK hospitals for the National Hospital Indicator Survey (NHIS). The NHIS data feeds into CMS’ calculations of the National Health Accounts and is also used by MedPAC. The success of this project will help avoid mandatory reporting of financial information. Hawaii hospitals started contributing data to DATABANK in 2001. Eleven Hawaii facilities noted for excellent DATABANK participation are Kahi Mohala, Kapiolani Medical Center at Pali Momi, Kapiolani Medical Center for Women & Children, Kuakini Medical Center, Kula Hospital, Maui Memorial Medical Center, North Hawaii Community Hospital, St. Francis Medical Center, St. Francis Medical Center-West, The Queen’s Medical Center, and Wilcox Memorial Hospital.

For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/databank.html. Access to this site is available to hospital members with a valid login.  If you are a hospital member and do not have a current login ID, please contact Brenda Kumabe at bkumabe@hhic.org to obtain an access request form.
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3.  HHIC to release an inaugural Hawaii Hospitals’ 2003/2004 DATABANK Comparative Reports 
Nine Hawaii hospitals will receive Hawaii’s first DATABANK “Key Indicators” comparative reporting packages this month. The nine facilities receiving the comparative reports for the two fiscal years ending June 30, 2004, had submitted their respective organization’s data to DATABANK by the 9/25/04 extended submission deadline. The 10-reports reporting package provides respective facility financial indicators compared to aggregate Hawaii and U.S. DATABANK hospitals for the two fiscal years ending June 30, 2004. Colorado Healthcare and Hospital Association (CHA) DATABANK is a collaborative web-based database of hospital utilization and financial performance indicators. Hawaii hospitals started with the DATABANK program in 2001 through Hawaii Health Information Corporation and Healthcare Association of Hawaii sponsorship.

Reports are available to hospital members who are current in their 2004 DATABANK data submission. If you are a hospital member and are interested in participating in DATABANK, please contact Brenda Kumabe at bkumabe@hhic.org or at 808-534-0288.
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4.  New DVD Tool to Help Combat Childhood Obesity
In response to the growing epidemic of childhood obesity in this country, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services' Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality partnered with Discovery Networks, U.S, to develop two new DVD tools to educate clinicians about the best ways to prevent and treat obesity in children and to teach children and their parents about smart eating and physical activity. These are excellent tools that clinicians can use for their own education in this area, and they can share them with children and families to use as a resource.

Free copies of the DVDs are available through the AHRQ Publications Clearinghouse by calling 1-800-358-9295 or visiting http://www.ahrq.gov/child/
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5.   New AHRQ survey helps hospitals evaluate culture of safety 
The Agency of Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) announced a new tool to help hospitals and health systems evaluate employee attitudes about patient safety in their facilities. The Hospital Survey on Patient Safety Culture released in partnership with Premier, Inc., the Department of Defense, and the American Hospital Association, addresses a critical aspect of patient safety improvement: measuring organizational conditions that can lead to adverse events and patient harm.

For more information, go to http://www.ahrq.gov/qual/hospculture/
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1.  Induced births may put babies at risk 
http://deseretnews.com/dn/view/0,1249,595099450,00.html
2.  CMS asks hospitals to review facility information for public Web site
http://www.hospitalconnect.com/ahanews/jsp/display.jsp?dcrpath=AHANEWS/AHANewsNowArticle/data/ann_041105_qualityinfo&domain=AHANEWS 
3.  CDC: Smoking declining but not fast enough
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/medlineplus/news/fullstory_21189.html
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