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June 25, 2004, Issue #3
Aloha!
Welcome to the June issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  Our goal is to provide a monthly newsletter that provides you with timely, practical health information with a focus on issues important to Hawaii.
We hope you find some topics of interest and look forward to receiving other issues in the future.
You are receiving this newsletter because you belong to a HHIC workgroup or subscribe to one of HHIC’s web-based products/services such as Online Reports, HIPAA, or DataBank.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
In 2002, 7.3 percent of people seeking treatment in Hawaii’s emergency rooms were uninsured, totaling more than $33 Million in annual total charges.  Maui has the highest rate with 10.9 percent of ER visits not insured.  [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Emergency Department database, 2002.  Emergency department reports are available to hospital members at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/
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1.  Inpatient data for 2003 now available!
Online reports (https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/) have updated inpatient reports to include calendar year 2003 data.  With the exception of Hospital T on Kauai, data have been updated for all Hawaii hospitals. To view 2003 data, click on the refresh button 

 in the upper right hand corner of the Report Categories page and select Year 2003 from the prompt screen. (You will be able to select any year between 1995 and 2003.) Please be mindful when comparing 2003 reports to previous years that 2003 counts do not include Hospital T. We will notify hospital members as soon as Hospital T completes the validation phase and their 2003 data have been added. 
For more information, go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.  Reports are available to hospital members with a valid login.  If you are a hospital member and do not have a current login ID, please contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org to obtain an application form.

Back to headlines
2.  Asthma in Hawaii
Hospitalizations for asthma management are considered potentially preventable.  Proper outpatients treatment may reduce admissions for asthma.  In 2002, asthma hospitalizations totaled over $14 Million in hospital charges.  The young (ages -0-4) and the elderly (ages 65 and older) are at highest risk for hospitalization for asthma.  Kauai County residents have the highest asthma hospitalization rate of all counties, with hospitalization rates among children 0-4 almost two times greater on Kauai than Honolulu, Hawaii and Maui counties.
For Hawaii residents ages 0-64, the rate of hospitalization for asthma has decreased over recent years.  The bad news: Between 1995 and 2002, asthma hospitalizations increased nearly 20 percent among the elderly.  In 2002, one in five hospitalized asthma patients was 65 or older, stayed in the hospital almost twice as many days as those under 65 years of age, and cost on the average twice as much to treat per stay.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports….use the Search feature (type in “asthma”).
Back to headlines
3.  Children, payer, and hospitalization
Of all hospitalized children ages 0-17, children enrolled in QUEST/Medicaid are 50% more likely than privately insured children to be hospitalized with asthma.
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports.  The asthma reports by payer can be found under Descriptive Statistics….or use the Search feature (type in “asthma”).
Back to headlines
4.  Access to National hospital comparative data easier
The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) has redesigned its interactive HCUPnet software tool to make it easier to obtain hospital care data for the nation.  The data represent 90 percent of all hospital stays in the nation and are drawn from 36 states.  State level data is also available for selected states, including Hawaii.
HCUPnet’s databases include statistics on the conditions for which patients were hospitalized, the diagnostic and surgical procedures they underwent, patient death rates, hospital charges, hospital costs, length of stay, and other aspects of inpatient care.  The data are for all patients, regardless of type of insurance or whether they were insured.
For more information, go to http://hhic.org/links02.html and click on Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (HCUPnet).
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5.   Pediatric Patient Safety in Hospitals
In the June issue of Pediatrics researchers report that the prevalence of patient safety events among hospitalized children is significant.  The study estimates that inpatient safety events resulted in over $1 billion in excess charges for children in 2000.  This is one of the first studies to quantify the impact of patient safety events on children in terms of excess hospital stays and charges, as well as the increased risk of death among children due to medical errors.  These researchers used the Patient Safety Indicators (PSI) developed by the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ). HHIC has also developed a series on reports using AHRQ’s Patient Safety Indicators.
For more information on the impact of safety events on hospitalized children in Hawaii, go to https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/ and click on Quality Indicators/Safety Indicators.  

An abstract of the June 6, 2004 Pediatrics article can be read at http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/abstract/113/6/1741 
Back to headlines
6.   Healthcare industry receives strong nudge toward implementing information technology to increase patient safety
(June 17, 2004) President Bush is urging the health care industry to get moving on implementing health care information technology, particularly electronic health records. The overriding goal behind the administration's recent flurry of activity is to increase patient safety, says David Brailer, M.D., national health information technology coordinator at the Department of Health and Human Services. However, the administration also wants the industry to know that if it doesn't move quickly to increase clinical automation, there are those in Washington who want to force it down its throat.
“If the health care industry doesn’t move quickly to automate, there are politicians in Washington that are itching to have the government regulate all aspects of the market for electronic records,”  Brailer said during a speech June 16 at the National Alliance for Health Information Technology’s Annual Membership Meeting in Chicago.
For more information, go to http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/html/PortalStory.cfm?type=gov&DID=11699 
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7.   Hawaii DOH awarded $2.8 million in DHHS bioterroism grant
The Department of Health and Human Services will award $498 million in grants to assist hospitals and other providers in responding to bioterrorism attacks, disease outbreaks or natural disasters. Hawaii will receive $2.8 million of the total $498 million. The fiscal 2004 grants from the Hospital Preparedness Program will be awarded to states, territories and four major metropolitan regions. The program is separate from a similar initiative of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, which plans to soon award at least $844 million in preparedness grants.
State and local health departments will distribute the hospital grants, which can be used for multiple purposes to prepare facilities to respond to mass casualty events.  These include using information technology to coordinate disease reporting activities and improve communication between hospitals, laboratories and public health agencies.
For more information, go to http://www.hhs.gov/news/press/2004pres/20040524.html 
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8.   Respiratory problems in Hawaii 
Three respiratory problems – pneumonia, acute bronchitis, and asthma – are responsible for nearly $8 Million in charges or nearly 20 percent of the total Hawaii hospitalizations for children and adolescents ages 0-17.
For children and adolescents 0-17 years of age treated in Hawaii’s emergency rooms, asthma, infections of the upper respiratory tract, and respiratory signs and symptoms comprise almost 20 percent of emergency visits totaling over $5 Million in emergency room visits (not resulting in an inpatient admission).
For more information, go to www.hhic.org and click on Online Reports.  The “Top 10 Reasons for Hospitalizations – Children and Adolescents,” and the “Top Reasons for ER Treatment by Age Group” can be found under Description Statistics.
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Top Stories Around the Web
1.  Medical errors article in Parade Magazine
http://archive.parade.com/2004/0523/0523_protect_yourself.html 
2.  Pediatric Patient Safety in Hospitals: A National Picture in 2000
http://pediatrics.aappublications.org/cgi/content/abstract/113/6/1741 
3.  Judge upheld the state’s requirement that hospitals maintain specific nurse-to-patient ratios at all times
http://www.hospitalconnect.com/ahanews/jsp/display.jsp?dcrpath=AHA/AHANewsArticle/data/AHA_News_040531_CA_judge&domain=AHANEWS 
4.  Believe it or knot: Doc’s tie could be hazardous to health
http://www.shns.com/shns/g_index2.cfm?action=detail&pk=KILLERTIES-05-24-04 
Schedule of Events
07/15/04 – 12:00 Noon-5:30 p.m. HIPAA Security: Practical Implementation for 2005 at St. Francis Medical Center, 2230 Liliha Street, WOPB, 5th Floor Conference Rooms (no cost for HRC members, registration form required by 7/8/04 to HHIC).
09/03/04 – 9:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m. HMA Technical Sessions – HIPAA Security: A Roadmap to Compliance at Sheraton Waikiki.
09/28/04-09/29/04 – 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Last Chance HIPAA 2005 Strategies in Hawaii at St. Francis Medical Center, 2230 Liliha Street, WOPB, 5th Floor Conference Rooms
For more information on any event listed above, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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