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Aloha!
Welcome to the June issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  Our goal is to provide a monthly newsletter that provides you with timely, practical health information with a focus on issues important to Hawaii.
We hope you find some topics of interest and look forward to receiving other issues in the future.
You are receiving this newsletter because you belong to a HHIC workgroup or subscribe to one of HHIC’s web-based products/services such as Online Reports, HIPAA, or DataBank.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
Between 1995 and 2002, the number of discharges for patients with obesity increased 74 percent. While women are more likely than men to be obese, the number of men discharged with obesity increased 80 percent between 1995 and 2002, compared to 69 percent among women. Based on research, obesity is associated with a 36 percent increase in inpatient and outpatient spending and a 77 percent increase in medications. [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient database, Obesity Inpatient Trends, 1995-2002.  To review this report, please go to www.hhic.org and login to Online Reports, choose Selected Conditions/Descriptive Statistics/Obesity Inpatient Trends.]
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1.  HHIC launches new Online Reports!
HHIC’s updated version of Online Reports offers new reports, a new look and new functionality including the ability to save reports in Microsoft Excel format (.xls) or PDF format. Additional NEW features include improved navigation capability, the ability to zoom in or out by clicking a document, improved printing options that enable you to select margin size, paper size and document orientation and the ability to generate a new report (based on year) by clicking the “refresh feature” from selected reports.
Please go to www.hhic.org and login to Online Reports.  While state level reports are available to all users, hospital members can view hospital level reports.  If you are a hospital member and would like access to hospital level reports, but you do not have a current login please contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org.
We will be rolling out new reporting capabilities from our website over the next several months.  New features and reporting capabilities will be announced in HHIC eNews.
Back to headlines
2.  Trauma to skin most frequent reason for emergency treatment
The condition most often treated in the Emergency Room in Hawaii is trauma to the skin, followed by digestive disorders, back problems, and chest pain.  In 2002, over 255,000 patients were treated in Hawaii’s emergency rooms generating over $1 billion in total charges.  Medicaid/Quest and HMSA are the primary payers for ER services.
For more information please go to www.hhic.org and login to Online Reports/Emergency Department (you must be a member and have a current login to access the reports).
Back to headlines
3.  Nursing ratios and patient safety
Research indicates that nursing staffing levels are related to patient outcome (see Top Stories below).  Hawaii’s 2004 state legislature recognized this national research and has asked the UH Center on Nursing to provide recommendations on the nursing shortage, nurse staffing, acuity systems, and other factors affecting patient safety (HCR 141 230 HD1).
A patient safety indicator considered sensitive to nurse staffing ratios is Failure to Rescue, available to hospital members of HHIC’s Online Reports.  HHIC has recently released 15 Safety Indicator reports for years 2000 – 2002 which includes Failure to Rescue.
Patient Safety Indicators (PSIs) are a set of indicators providing information on potential in hospital complications and adverse events following surgeries, procedures, and childbirth.  The PSIs were developed after a comprehensive literature review, analysis of ICD-9-CM codes, review by a clinician panel, implementation of risk adjustment, and empirical analyses. The PSIs were developed by Stanford University and the University of California, under a contract with the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ).  HHIC has incorporated AHRQ’s algorithms using Hawaii inpatient data.
To view the reports, go to HHIC’s website and click on Online Reports (https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/). The Patient Safety Reports can be found under the Quality Indicators folder. You will need to be a hospital member and have current login ID to access these reports. If you are a hospital member and would like access to hospital level reports, but you do not have a current login please contact Candace at calcantara@hhic.org. 
Back to headlines
4.  Peer Review changes enacted
Act 54, Relating to Peer Review, signed by the governor on May 5, 2004 goes into effect July 1, 2004. The Act provides protections for physicians, hospitals, and other health care providers to enable a medical error reporting system to be established and functional in the State. HHIC, which will develop Hawaii’s Patient Safety Data Repository and Reporting System, is a “health care review organization” under this law.  Act 54 provides additional protections to the data HHIC collects from hospitals for the purposes of evaluating and improving quality of health care.
For more information, go to http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/sessioncurrent/bills/SB2577_hd2_.htm
Back to headlines
5.   CMS to increase payments to hospitals
On May 12th, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued a proposed rule that would increase payments to acute care hospitals for inpatient services in fiscal year 2005, offer additional financial relief to rural hospitals, and for the first time in the history of Medicare, create a direct link between quality services to Medicare beneficiaries and payment for those services.  The proposed rule would make several significant changes to the way Medicare determines payment for rural hospitals, including increasing the rural standardized payment amount to equal the standardized amount used for large urban hospitals. These provisions could add approximately $3 million for rural hospitals in Hawaii. CMS projects that the combined impact of the inflation update and other proposed changes will yield an average 4.7 percent increase in payments for urban hospitals in fiscal year 2005, while rural hospitals will see an average increase of 6.0 percent.
For more information, go to http://www.cms.hhs.gov/medicarereform/issueoftheday
Back to headlines
6.   Most Health Care Organizations remain noncompliant with Security Rule
URAC released a case study report examining the state of preparedness of the health care industry in complying with the Security Rule. The report identifies four key stumbling blocks that hamper the ability of organizations to satisfactorily meet the demands of the Rule, and finds most health care organizations remain noncompliant. The deadline for the HIPAA security rule is a year away and that's about how much time many health care organizations need to get ready, according to a new report.
For more information go to: www.URAC.org or http://www.healthdatamanagement.com/html/PortalStory.cfm?type=hipaa&DID=11524
Back to headlines
7.   HL7 E-Medical Record Draft Standard passes, heads for ANSI
The Health Level Seven-developed electronic medical record standard has passed, garnering the support of more than two-thirds of all who weighed in on the proposal. Though the group won't release final tallies until the ballot goes through a "reconciliation" process, the vote means that the standard will be adopted by HL7.
HL7 said that all four sections of the document -- functional overview, direct care, supportive, and information infrastructure -- will pass, allowing the group to submit the standard to the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) as a so-called draft standard for trial use. Once approved as a draft, the standard will be refined over the next two years and then be re-balloted as a fully accredited standard.
For more information, go to http://www.hl7.org
Back to headlines
8.   HHIC, PFIZER, and PricewaterhouseCoopers present a HIPAA security conference in July
HHIC HIPAA Readiness Collaborative and Pfizer are offering a one-half day advanced level HIPAA security implementation program to the Hawaii healthcare industry on July 15, 2004 in Honolulu, Hawaii at the St. Francis Medical Center Weinberg Conference Rooms. Chad Payne, PricewaterhouseCoopers’ national HIPAA expert, will be on faculty. Registration starts June 2004 and attendance is limited to the first 125 registrants.
For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa/hipaareadiness.asp
Back to headlines
 Top Stories Around the Web
1.  AHRQ Evidence Reports Confirm That Fish Oil Helps Fight Heart Disease
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2004/omega3pr.htm
2.  Studies Show Lower Nurse Staffing Levels Contribute to Poor Patient Outcomes
http://www.ahrq.gov/news/press/pr2004/nrstaffpr.htm
3.  National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) HIPAA Security Rule Guide
http://www.csrc.nist.gov/publications/drafts/DRAFT-sp800-66.pdf
4.  Recommended childhood and adolescent immunization schedule - United States, July-December 2004. (This updates a previously published guideline summary.)
http://www.guideline.gov/summary/summary.aspx?view_id=1&doc_id=4996
Schedule of Events
06/24/04 - 8:00 a.m. - 5:30p.m. HIPAA Solutions and Beyond: Advanced HIPAA Implementation Summit at HMSA Building, 818 Keeaumoku Street, 1st Floor, Multi-Purpose Room (Pre-registration required by 6/16/04).
For more information on any event listed above, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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