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December 15, 2004, Issue #8
Mele Kalikimaka & Hauoli Makahiki Hou!
Welcome to the December issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  
If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
New Year’s Day is one of the top days for individuals with respiratory problems to be admitted into the Emergency Department (ED) for treatment.  [Source:  Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Emergency Department database, 2000-2002.]  A monthly trend chart of respiratory ED visits in Hawaii is available at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.  After logging in to Online Reports, type “pulmonary” in the search box.
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1.  Emergency Department Data on Firework Injuries for Hawaii
Fireworks are a big part of the New Year celebrations in Hawaii, which explains one of the differences in injury rates between the U.S. and the state when firework injuries happen. In the U.S. as a whole, most fireworks related injuries happen around the Fourth of July.  In Hawaii, over 83% of fireworks injuries occur on either December 31 or January 1. Between January 1, 2000, and December 31, 2002, over 100 people were admitted into emergency departments for fireworks injuries. Of these people, 53% were under 15 years old and over two-thirds were under 20; and 85% were male. When enjoying the New Year, please ensure that there is adequate supervision for curious kids and to use fireworks safely.
More information can be found at: www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports. Type “firework” in the search box to get a listing of related reports.  A fact sheet on fireworks-related injuries is available at www.cdc.gov/ncipc/factsheets/fworks.htm.
Back to Headlines
2.  Multiple Births to Women in Hawaii
Over the past nine years, the percentage of women giving birth to multiples (i.e. twins, triplets, etc.) has doubled. The likelihood of a multiple birth increases with age; the highest percent of multiple births occurring in women aged 40 and older. The average charge per delivery (not including newborn charges) for a multiple birth delivery is almost twice the charge of a single birth delivery.  
For more information on multiple births in Hawaii between 1995 and 2003, go to www.hhic.org. Login to Online Reports.  Type “multiple birth” in the search box to get a listing of related reports.  
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3.  Prostate and Breast Cancers: Most Common U.S. Cancers by Gender
Prostate cancer is the leading cancer among men. Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women. Lung cancer is the leading cause of death for both men and women based on the most recent Hawaii data reported by the Cancer Research Center of Hawaii.  The report “Hawaii Cancer Facts & Figures, 2003-2004” provides an overview of cancer in Hawaii and a discussion of the impact of gender, age, and racial/ethnic disparities in cancer. The race and ethnicity categories include statistics for five major racial/ethnic groups: Caucasian, Chinese, Filipino, Native Hawaiian, and Japanese.  
To access the report, go to http://www.crch.org/SerHTR.htm 
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4.  Hawaii Hospitals’ Payments-to-costs Ratio Continue to Rank below National Averages
In 2003, Hawaii’s Medicaid and Medicare payments were 20-25 percent below actual costs.  While the cost to provide healthcare increased in 2003 (over 2002), Hawaii’s payments decreased.  According to a recent HHIC DataBank report, Hawaii’s payments are below the national average for calendar years 2002 and 2003.  These data indicate growing healthcare cost and efficiency challenges in Hawaii. 
Reports are available to HHIC members. For more information, contact Brenda Kumabe at bkumabe@hhic.org  or at 808-534-1281. 
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5.  HIPAA Security Tools Available to Help Hawaii’s HIPAA 2005 Compliance
The Veteran’s Health Administration (VHA) HIPAA Office contributed to HHIC’s HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (HRC), VHA’s security assessment tool, used to assess more than 163 hospitals and more than 1,300 sites of care across the U.S. in VHA’s healthcare system. The tool includes a 30+ page checklist to get ready for April 2005 HIPAA Security compliance and is available for download at www.hhic.org private HIPAA site. Also, the Workgroup for Electronic Data Interchange (WEDI) Strategic National Implementation Process (SNIP) posted several new security white papers for download from www.wedi.org/snip. The white papers include: SECURITY: Evaluation, Final Version; SECURITY: NIST SP 800 Series White Paper, Final Version; SECURITY AND PRIVACY: Enforcement White Paper, Part I, Final Version; SECURITY AND PRIVACY: Employer Issues White Paper, Part I, Final Version. Centers for Medicare and Medicaid (CMS) offers the first educational tool in their HIPAA Security series “Security 101 for Covered Entities” for download from http://www.cms.hhs.gov/hipaa.
For more information, go to http://www.wedi.org/snip/public/articles/dis_publicDisplay.cfm?docType=6&wptype=2 or http://www.cms.hhs.gov/hipaa/hipaa2/education/default.asp#SecurityEd.  HRC members can go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa/private/hrc.asp or contact Brenda Kumabe at bkumabe@hhic.org  or at 808-534-1281.
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6.  WEDI, CMS, and VHA Provide New HIPAA Security Tools to Help Hawaii
The compliance deadline for the Security Rule requirements is just around the corner – April 21, 2005. The HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (HRC) on November 10 posted an extensive updated set of security policies templates as well as an automated risk analysis tool to help Hawaii’s health care community get through the next tricky phase of HIPAA. HRC-developed policy templates offer a starting point for covered entities to implement internal HIPAA compliant organizational standards. These include Appropriate Workstation Use, Audit Controls Policy, Device and Media Control Policy, Evaluation Policy, Remote Access Policy, Security Incident Policy, Integrity Policy, and more. The Security Risk Analysis Tool for Small Practices offers a simplified means of performing a security risk analysis for smaller covered entities that have simple computer environments. HHIC HRC is a formal WEDI Regional SNIP Affiliate and represents Hawaii’s HIPAA collaboration of more than 60 healthcare and business associate organizations.
For more information, go to http://www.wedi.org/snip/public/articles/dis_publicDisplay.cfm?docType=6&wptype=2.  HRC members can go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa/private/hrc.asp or contact Brenda Kumabe at bkumabe@hhic.org  or at 808-534-1281.
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1.  The Burden of Chronic Disease and the Future of Public Health
http://www.cdc.gov/nccdphp/burden_pres/index.htm
2.  Fall-Related Injuries during the Holiday Season --- United States, 2000—2003
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5348a1.htm 

3.  Cardiac Resynchronization Therapy for Congestive Heart Failure
http://www.ahrq.gov/clinic/epcsums/resynsum.htm
4.  Tracking Health Care Costs: Spending Growth Slowdown Stalls in First Half of 2004
http://hschange.org/CONTENT/721/?topic=topic14
5.  Deaths Peak during Holiday Season, Study Shows
http://content.health.msn.com/content/article/98/104769.htm?printing=true 
Back to Table of Contents
1 of 4
4 of 4

