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Aloha!
Welcome to the August issue of HHIC’s electronic newsletter!  Our goal is to provide a monthly newsletter that provides you with timely, practical health information with a focus on issues important to Hawaii.
We hope you find some topics of interest and look forward to receiving other issues in the future.
You are receiving this newsletter because you belong to a HHIC workgroup or subscribe to one of HHIC’s web-based products/services such as Online Reports, HIPAA, or DataBank.  If you do not want to receive this newsletter, you can unsubscribe on the bottom of this email.  If you find value in this newsletter, we would love for you to forward this to a friend!
Statistical Factoid
Between 1995 and 2003, the number of discharges increased 47 percent among patients aged 75 and older, and 20 percent for patients between the ages of 45 and 64.  Hospitalizations for all other age groups decreased. [Source: Hawaii Health Information Corporation, Inpatient database, 1995-2003.  Inpatient reports are available at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/]
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1.  MRSA on the rise
Among Hawaii’s hospitalized population the number of patients treated for methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus (MRSA) increased 118 percent between 2000 and 2003. The impact of MRSA on average length of stay is significant:  hospital length of stay is five times longer than that for patients without MRSA (26 days versus 5 days).  In the August 27, 2004 issue of MMWR, MRSA is reported to be higher among Pacific Islanders in Hawaii.
MRSA is a “staph” infection that has become resistant to various antibiotics. A MRSA infection usually develops in hospitalized patients who are elderly or very sick or who have an open wound (such as a bedsore) or a tube going into their body (such as a urinary catheter or intravenous [IV] catheter). Certain factors can put some patients at higher risk for MRSA including prolonged hospital stay, receiving broad-spectrum antibiotics, being hospitalized in an intensive care or burn unit and having recent surgery.  
For more information on MRSA among hospitalized patients in Hawaii, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/.  Type ‘MRSA’ in the search box to get a listing of MRSA related reports.
For the MMWR paper on MRSA infections in Pacific Islanders go to http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5333a5.htm.
Back to Headlines
2.  Diabetes hospitalizations increasing among elderly
Diabetic patients aged 75 and older represent the fastest growing hospitalized population with this condition. Between 1995 and 2003, the number of diabetic hospitalizations doubled among patients 75 and older.  Diabetes hospitalizations represent 16 percent of all inpatient hospitalizations---up from 10 percent in 1995.
For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/. Type ‘diabetes’ in the search box to get a listing of diabetes related reports.
Back to Headlines
3.  2003 inpatient data updated
The 2003 inpatient reports have been updated!  Changes to the 2003 report include new payer level information including six new payer categories: HMSA Health Plan Hawaii, AlohaCare, Hawaii Management Alliance Association (HMAA), University Health Alliance (UHA), HMSA 65C+, and Kaiser Senior Advantage.
For more information, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/. Type ‘payer’ or ‘financial’ in the search box to get a listing of payer related reports.
Back to Headlines
4.  Cardiovascular and respiratory conditions among most costly hospitalizations
According to a study published Aug. 25 by Health Affairs heart disease and pulmonary disease are the two most costly medical conditions. Between 1995 and 2003, the number of hospitalizations due to myocardial infarction increased in 38 percent in Hawaii; total charges increased 78 percent.  Likewise pneumonia hospitalizations increased 36 percent; total charges rose 87 percent.  
For more information on hospitalization trends between 1995 and 2003, go to HHIC Online Reports at https://www.reports.hhic.org/wijsp/. Type ‘trends’ in the search box to get a listing of trend reports.    To review the Health Affairs article, go to http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.w4.437.
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5.   Last HRC Security and EDI Educational Program in Hawaii, September 28-29
The Hawaii HIPAA Readiness Collaborative (“HRC”) program will focus on last remaining HIPAA implementation EDI and security issues for 2005 compliance, especially related to Hawaii’s health care community. The sessions feature Lisa Gallagher, former Senior Vice President Health Information Technology Advisor URAC will present a full one-day security seminar on September 29th focusing on NIST SP 800-66 and other relevant information security laws, standards, and guidance for health care organizations’ implementation and compliance in 2005. Also, Gary Beatty, Chair X12 Insurance Subcommittee and President EDI Partners will present two full-days on mastering HIPAA EDI implementation and introducing HIPAA claim attachments requirements on health care business and technology. 
For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa or call HHIC at 808-534-0288 
Back to Headlines
6.   CMS delays paying non-HIPAA claims
Effective July 6, Medicare is treating non-HIPAA compliant electronic claims as paper claims in the payment process. This means Medicare will pay the claims no sooner than 27 days from receipt – 13 days longer than compliant electronic claims. With providers now submitting nearly 90% of electronic Medicare claims in HIPAA-compliant formats, the two-week payment delay is designed as an incentive for those not yet compliant, says Mark McClelland, M.D., administrator of the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Services. A listing of compliant Medicare intermediaries or carriers is available at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/contacts/incardir.asp  Information on free Medicare billing software is available at http://ww.cms.hhs.gov/providers/edi 
For more information, go to http://www.cms.hhs.gov/media/press/release.asp?Counter=1101 
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7.   HHIC HRC to provide free HIPAA tools at the Hawaii Medical Association 148th Annual Meeting in Honolulu
HHIC HIPAA Readiness Collaborative with HMA are providing FREE training sessions and HIPAA resources on September 3, 2004, at the Sheraton Waikiki Hotel.  The sessions and resource booth (located in the Exhibit Hall) is an outreach to primarily help Hawaii physicians and smaller Hawaii providers with their last implementation efforts for the upcoming April 2005 security compliance date.
For more information, go to http://www.hhic.org/hipaa or call HHIC at 808-534-0288. 
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Top Stories Around the Web
1.  Urinary Incontinence in Elderly Women: Findings from the Health, Aging, and Body Composition Study
http://www.acog.org/from_home/publications/green_journal/2004/v104n2p301.pdf 
2.  Medical Liability Survey Reaffirms More Ob-Gyns Are Quitting Obstetrics
http://www.acog.org/from_home/publications/press_releases/nr07-16-04.cfm?printerFriendly=yes
3.  Physical Activity among Asians and Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander – 50 States and the District of Columbia, 2001-2003
http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/preview/mmwrhtml/mm5333a2.htm
4.  Willingness to recommend a health plan: who is dissatisfied and what don’t they like?
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?cmd=Retrieve&db=pubmed&dopt=Abstract&list_uids=15209483
5.  HHS issues draft preparedness, response plan for flu pandemic
http://www.ahanews.com/ahanews/jsp/display.jsp?dcrpath=AHANEWS/AHANewsNowArticle/data/ann_040826_pandemic&domain=AHANEWS 
6.  Which Medical Conditions Account for the Rise in Healthcare Spending?
http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/hlthaff.w4.437 
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Schedule of Events
09/03/04 - 9:30a.m. – 12:15p.m.  HMA Technical Sessions – HIPAA Security: A Roadmap to Compliance at Sheraton Waikiki
09/28/04 – 9/29/04 - 8:00a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Last Chance HIPAA 2005 Strategies in Hawaii at St. Francis Medical Center, 2226 Liliha Street, WOPB 5th Floor Conference Rooms 
For more information on any event listed above, contact Candace Alcantara at calcantara@hhic.org
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